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Q Praper 
The Wm. H. Berger Home for the Aged O Father God, Who hast endowed us 
S Ot with the challenging gift of life, we open 
Wyncote, Pa., and its generous donor. our heart’s doors to the sweet ministries of 


Thy Spirit of Love. Mighty as Thou art, 
Sustainer and Ruler of all that is, yet Thou 
art ready to “stoop to our weakness” and 
pour into our lives abundant riches of love 
after the manner of Jesus, the Master 
Lover of all time. 

We are keenly sensitive to our spiritual 
shortcomings. In the face of the perfect 
pattern set for our emulation in Jesus, and 
in despite of the abiding inspiration of 
Thy Holy Spirit, we have been remiss at 
a thousand points all along our pathway. 
We have shunned the stern path of duty, 
we have hearkened to calls of pleasure 
rather than to the voice of human need; 
we have been satisfied with life’s baser 
metals, when we might have chosen the 
gold and the platinum; we have been wilful 
babes when the world called for mighty 
men, 

Yet we know there is balm for the heal- 
ing of our spiritual discontent. Divine 
love waits to purge us of the stains of 
sin and to assuage our thirst for righteous- 
ness. Bless us, therefore, Father, with thy 
7 healing pardon. Grant us the peace of 
forgiveness for the follies and failures of 


(The Home was dedicated October 19, 1929) 


yesterday and impel us to climb the heights 
On the @rean and overcome the obstacles that separate 
us from tomorrow's goals. Be an intimate 


Companion along the way, so that our at- 
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ELIZABETH CLARKE KIEFFER tention may ever be centered upon the real 

values of life and that we may be guided 

Lord, I have eet Thy feet upon the waves, with a discerning insight to choose wisely 
Far in Atlantic wastes, and the salt spray between the invitations of good and evil. 

Threw rainbows round them, and the turquoise sky We would gather within the embrace of 

’ Bowed over Thee in loving tenderness ‘ this our prayer all our brethren throughout 
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: the world. Without respect of color, class 

And all the sea birds fluttered to Thy hands, or creed we long to recognize them as our 

Warmed by the sun that was Thy love and care. kin. As Jesus looked with love and sym- 

pathy upon the least and lowliest and lost, 

; f : we endeavor to look lovingly through His 

Lord, I have seen Thee ina foreign land, eyes on the men and women and children 

Standing at evening in a cottage door,— everywhere who share with us the precious 

A thatch-roofed cot where yellow roses bloomed, heritage of children of the King. Help 


And iris crowded round the chimney pots, us to cherish that brotherly spirit in our 
inmost thought, as well as in spoken word 


I saw Thee bless the bread, I saw Thy hand and in deed. Give us the eye of faith to 
Caress a baby s hair, and knew her blest. see through outward crusts of vice and un- 
cleanness and ignorance the inner core of 
human worth. Make us ambassadors of 
Thine to carry such a spirit into all life’s 


Upon the troubled ocean of my life, 


Oh Lord of waters, I have felt Thy step, daily relations. In whatever common tasks 

Thy blessing sweeteneth my daily fare, we may be daily engaged, let us use them 

Thy love is round me, like the summer sun: HS vehicles of a divine calling and con- 

And like the ocean bird, n “wayward heart stantly minister to the advancement of Thy 2 

Flies to Thy hand for wa and care and love! Kingdom in fhe lives of men. For Jesus 
Net : sake. Amen, 


e —Alfred Nevin Sayres. - 
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ADDRESSES ON EDUCATION AND 
RELIGION 


The veteran president Emeritus of West- 
ern Reserve Univerity, Dr. Charles Frank- 
lin Thwing, has just rounded out his pro- 


ductive years with his thirtieth volume: 
‘*Education and Religion’’ (The Mac- 
millian Company. Price, $2). In the 
course of these thirty volumes he : has 


touched on every phase of education, and 
perhaps no man in America has so valiantly 
stood for real education—education that 
develops and perfects the whole man. The 
whole country owes him tribute and from 
him youth may well learn what service one 
man ¢an render his times when industry 
and the will are united. This last volume 
is a fitting crown to a noble career, for in 
it he holds up religion and education as the 
two forces which must always go together 
to form a well rounded life. 

It is not an easy book to review. It is 
so full of suggestive and stimulating things 
that it is hard to choose the better from 
the best. Also it treats of so many phases 
of education and religion that several 
pages would be necessary to indicate the 
contents of the book. I should like to 
write an essay on every chapter of the 
book and point out some challenging 
thought in every address. The book con- 
sists of eighteen addresses delivered mostly 
to college students and alumni, All I can 
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do, after paying this tribute to one who 
has been, through his wise utterances, one 
of my most inspiring teachers, is to list 
the contents and bespeak for the book a 
reading by every thoughtful person. 


The first four addrsses are the lectures 
given on the Belden Foundation two years 
ago. They deal with education and reli- 
gion as experience, as form and content, 
in relation to the reason, and as develop- 
ing forces leading to the consummation of 
a true manhood. An educated mind is not 
a mind furnished out with facts, but it is 
a mind that has assimilated truth and 
made it a part of one’s intellectual life. 
Religion is not something simply received 
on authority of Church or Bible but is 
ultimately an inner experience indicated 
both by a transformed soul rich in the pos- 
session of God, and by its appeal to the 
yeason. Dr. Thwing has been a reader of 
biography and brings, to buttress his own 
contentions, the testimonies of many great 
souls. 


The fourteen following addresses deal 
with every conceivable phases of education 
and religion, always showing how the two 
jointly move to one consummation. Here 
are some of the suggestive titles: Parallels 
in Progress in Education and Religion; 


What Constitutes a Liberal Education in. 


the Twentieth Century; Ideals in Citizen- 
ship; What Studies Make Mind; An Age 
of the Dissipated Mind; Academic Equiv- 
alents in Peace Time for War; The Min- 
istry for Today, and Emerson’s Phi Beta 
Kappa Oration Fourscore and Ten Years 
After. 
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There are two addresses in this book I 
wish could be distributed by the thousands, 
One is ‘‘What Constitutes a Liberal Edu- 
cation in the Twentieth Century?’’ It 
was given before the American Academy 
of Medicine, meeting at Chicago. It is a 
plea for acquaintance, by the professional 
man, the engineer, the business man, the 
lawyer, the specialist, with all the vast 
stores of knowledge that lie outside his 
own profession. He should know all truth 
that makes for larger selfhood, a heart 
sympathetic with humanity, appreciation 
of the beautiful, high virtue, rich person- 
ality, and fullness of life. The other is a 
short address given at the Founder’s Day 
exercises of the Library School of West- 
ern Reserve University: ‘‘An Age of the 
Dissipated Mind.’’ It is about as true a 
diagnosis of the popular mind as I have 
ever seen. First he defines the dissipated 
mind: ‘‘A dissipated mind means a mind 
thin in knowledge and in thought. It has 
for its aim or condition immediate pleas- 
ure. Its breadth is superficial, its depth is 
slight, its height low, or of high, visionary 
and cloudy. It lacks working power. It 
has no method. Its logic is poetical, its 
philosophy without reasoning, its psychol- 
ogy of the rule of the thumb. It knows 
a bit about many things and not much of 
any. Its power of speech is/in the inverse 
ratio of its power of reasoning. Its speech 
flits from topic to topic like the butterfly, 
without the butterfly’s beauty and grace. 
Its power of self judgment results, usually, 
in a high degree of self appreciation.’’ 


—Frederick Lynch. 


Heart to Heart Letters on Personal Religion 


Tempted Reader: 

The normal person has temptations. If 
you do not have them, you are not only a 
rare exception, you are different from 
everybody else in the world! ‘‘There hath 
no temptation taken YOU but such as is 
COMMON TO MAN.’’ Under the skin 
we are all very much alike. 

Not only are we all tempted; we have 
all been defeated. Only one Man ever 
lived who was never defeated. ‘‘Which 
of you convinceth Me of sin?’’ was His 
challenge and His claim. 

He knows how victory is to be won. 
And He says that faith is the method. 
Fighting may win some victories, but in 
the realm of the spirit, faith also is neces- 
sary. For faith lays hold of help outside 
ourselves. And this is essential. ‘‘He is 
able to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by Him, seeing He ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.’’ 

Did it ever oecur to you that Christ 
prays for you? He said to Peter: ‘‘I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.’’ 
And the Bible says He ever lives to pray 
for us. To have the help of such a Savior 
is enough, if we yill but receive His help 
by faith. 

The great thing is to WANT His help. 
This is where so many fail. They prefer 
to do as they please. And often they 
please to do wrong. To get to the place 
where one steadily wishes and wills to do 
right, is the first long step. And in this 
also, we need Christ’s help. He alone can 
hold these wills of ours steady. ‘‘ Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling, for it is GOD THAT WORKETH 
IN YOU TO WILL and to do of His good 
pleasure. ’’ 

So if your will is your problem, ask 
Christ to help you yield your will to Him. 
The will to follow where He leads, is life’s 
richest possession. It is earth’s highest 
wisdom. Only after many failures do peo- 
ple generally come to say to Christ with 
full purpose, ‘‘Thy will be done in and 


By Ernest Mann 


through me.’’? But when this decision has 
been really reached, life takes on new 
meaning, and enters a new day of useful 
service. 

‘‘WILT thou be made whole?’’ This 
is the acid test. He alone can do it. But 
He does it only for people who honestly 
want it. So do not deceive yourself. If 
you are failing, is it not at points where 
you choose to fail? Has Christ ever failed 
you in a crisis, until you turned away from 
Him? 

‘*T know whom I have believed and am 
persuaded that He is able to keep THAT 
WHICH I HAVE COMMITTED UNTO 
HIM’’—and have not taken back again 
into my own keeping! So our problem is 
not only to PUT life in His keeping, but 
to LEAVE it in His keeping. Never 
withdraw your deposit unless you want to 
run the risk of losing it! 


Laid on Thy altar, O my Lord Divine, 
Accept this gift today, for Jesus’ sake; 
IT have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine, 
Nor any world-famed sacrifice to make, 


AUTUMN 


Again the glory of the year 
Has come with beauty rare, 
The glowing colors far and near 
Show splendor everywhere. 


Through sunny days and summer 
rains 
Life reached this triumph hour, 
The tiny seed and dark-brown bulb 
Have proved their inner power. 


Oh, then when life has come at last 
To God’s own harvest day, 

May we in triumph travel Home 
Through His bright Autumn Way. 


—M. D. T. 


But here I bring within my trembling hand 

This will of mine—a thing that seemeth 
small, 

But Thou alone, O Lord, canst understand, 

How, when I yield Thee this—I yield 
my all. 


Hidden therein Thy searching gaze can see 

Struggles of passions, visions of delight, 

All that I have, or am, or fain would be— 

Deep loves, fond hopes, and longings 
infinite. 

It hath been wet with tears, and dimmed 
with sighs, 

Clenched in my grasp till beauty hath it 
none; 

Now from thy footstool, where it van- 
quished lies, 

The prayer ascendeth—May Thy will be 
done! 


Take it, O Father, ere my courage fail, 
And merge it so in Thine own will that 


even 
If, in some desperate hour my cries 
prevail 
And Thou give back my gift, it may have 
been 


So changed, so purified, so fair have grown, 

So one with Thee, so filled with peace 
Divine, 

I may not know, or feel it as my own, 

But gaining back my will may find it 
Thine. 


If you have some test that you are not 
meeting and do not know how to meet, 
write to me about it, and I will help you 
if I can. If you have a word of testimony 
to give about Christ as a safe Keeper of 
the life that is committed to Him, won’t 
you give me that also to pass along for the 
help of others? 

In the fellow-feeling of common tempta- 
tions with you, and in the assurance that 


‘Christ is able to save to the uttermost, 


Your friend, 
Ernest Mann. 
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“IT SIMPLY ISN’T DONE!” 


At a recent conference, one of the speakers narrated 
that his little grandson, after returning from his first day 
at public school, was asked the question: “Well, what did 
you like best at school, and what did you hate most?” The 
little fellow replied: “What I liked best was recess, and 
what I hated most was to think.’ It may sound heretical 
to say it, but there is good reason to ask whether this is 
not the current mood in America, not only among chil- 
dren, but among those supposed to be adults. “Bread and 
the circus” continue to be the major interests of multi- 
tudes, and Dr. Arthur WW. Holmes, Professor of Psych- 
ology at the University of Pennsylvania, does not hesi- 
tate to say that “thinking in America is passe—tt simply 
isn’t done”! 

“One-tenth of one per cent of the people of America 
do the thinking for the entire population,” declares Profes- 
sor Holmes, “while the remaining 99.9 read their thoughts 
and think they thought them themselves.” In rather 
ruthless fashion the Doctor goes on to tell us that even 
college students are not necessarily thinkers. “As a mat- 
ter of fact,” he says, “very few of them do any real think- 
ing. How could they when they come from homes and 
high schools where little thinking is done?” When Dr. 
Holmes speaks about thinkers, he doesn’t mean men like 
Ford, Edison and Schwab. ‘These are the doers, and 
doers are the type of men Americans admire, but doers 
are not necessarily thinkers. If you ask an American 
what the philosophy of this nation is, he would probably 
reply he didn’t know we had any. Ask a German and 
he’ll give you a specific answer.” 

As for religion, Professor Holmes says: “Everybody 
has a pretty good idea just about what religion is—except 
the experts, such as clergymen, the philosophers, psych- 
ologists, and others who make a life-study of it—but 
there is no universally accepted definition of religion. A 
Bryn Mawr professor compiled 48 definitions, and some- 
body else added 2 more, but none of them is satisfactory 
to the scientist, philosopher or scholar. The atheist, how- 
ever, is a mental defective, whose failure to believe in the 
existence of any God is due either to a possible elision of a 


certain part of the human personality or to a functional 
disorder. Nothing is so dangerous to a human being as 
to let his religion grow up without any guide.” 

If this diagnosis is even approximately correct, we are 
in grave peril. No Republic can long be perpetuated if 
its citizens fail to use their thinking apparatus. It may 
be all right under a dictatorship, if we have an able dicta- 
tor like Mussolini to do our thinking for us. But demo- 
cratic government is doomed when the people no longer 
think. “Israel doth not know; My people doth not con- 
sider” —that was the divine verdict. And we know what 
happened to Israel. Just how are we going to make 
Americans think, before it is too late? 

3k * * 


THE REUNION IN SCOTLAND 


October, 1929, will long be remembered as marking an 
epoch in the history of Protestantism. The great event 
of the month was the reunion of the long separated Estab- 
lished Church (Auld Kirk) and the United Free Church, 
both of which originated in the stern predestinationism 
brought to Scotland by John Knox. Both Churches were 
working toward this reunion for the past two decades, 
and during the first week of October, in Edinburgh on 
the Lawnmarket, by the Cathedral, a long column of Auld 
Kirk divines joined a column of Free Churchmen. After 
hand-shaking and congratulations, the lines reformed and 
all marched as one column into the Cathedral. As the 
column passed, the sons of devout Scots lustily sang, “Be- 
hold How Good a Thing It Is.” In a garage containing 
some 12,000 chairs, the first assembly of the reunited 
Church of Scotland was held, and the Rev. John White, 
minister of the Barony of Glasgow, was elected the first 
Moderator. 

Members of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
naturally rejoice at this reunion, which seemed to involve 
no theological problems, the dissension having begun in 
1843 on a purely political basis. As almost always is the 
case, however, there were a number of recalcitrant preach- 
ers and people who refused to vote for the fusion and met 
at the same time in Glasgow, fomenting plans for a new 
dissenting Church, to be called ‘United Free Continuers.”’ 
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It is said over 95% went into the Union. Other small 
groups who remain outside the union are the dour “Wee 
Frees” and the “Original Secessionists.” 

A great message was given in the Cathedral during the 
reunion by Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, president of the Un- 
ion Theological Seminary of New York. After lament- 
ing the fact that the entire globe today is being embraced 
in a commercial order determined by physical science and 
obscuring for many the idea of a living God, while psych- 
ologists are proclaiming that insight into human behavior 
rather than principles derived from religion constitute the 
basis of the ethical code, Dr. Coffin solemnly challenged 
the Church of our time to manifest the unity of the spirit 
in the bonds of peace. “What manner of Church is it that 
can appeal to souls living in this age?”, he asked. “It is 
only a worshipping, teaching, practicing, creative Church 
whose members are prepared to mark themselves off from 
all outsiders by a different manner of life, affecting all 
their financial, domestic, civic and social relations, forc- 
ing them into constant protest against the present sub- 
Christian order and making them ready to dare all for 
Christ’s sake. If Christendom is to be reborn, the Church 
must be supernational. What formal world-wide organiza- 
tion it may require I cannot forecast, but certain it is that 
the Christendom which once was has gone, for worse or 
for better. A new Christendom can only be supplied by 
an earth-wide fellowship exemplifying the unity of man- 
kind in Christ and linking all the people of the world in 

a” 


one. 
* * * 


A HELPFUL SUGGESTION 


The Church School of St. Paul’s Memorial congrega- 
tion, Reading, Pa., Dr. Charles E. Creitz, pastor, has for 
some years established the custom of providing a MEssEN- 
CER subscription to every officer and teacher of the School. 
The pastor says that they have found not only that the 
gift is appreciated, but also that it is greatly helpful in the 
life of the School and they would not think of abandon- 
ing this excellent practice. Why should it not be adopted 
in other Church Schools? In one of the parish papers, 
“The Ten Minute Call’ of the Conyngham, Pa., Charge, 
we notice the request of the pastor, Rev. Perry L. Smith, 
that the congregation should show their appreciation of 
the elders and deacons by giving each one of them a sub- 
scription to THE REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. He 
says: “These officers all spend considerable time during a 
year to serve the congregations that elected them. Upon 

'them rests the responsibility of making important decisions 
in Church work. Often they are perplexed to know just 
what course would be best to take. If they regularly 
received the MESSENGER they would be much better ac- 
quainted with the task on their hands. And it would un- 
doubtedly make each officer feel a good deal better if the 
Church he served thus tried to show appreciation to him 
for what he is asked to do.” -Recently the MESSENGER 
also carried detailed description of the fine plan used in 
St. John’s Church, Reading, Pa., Dr. Thomas H. Lein- 
bach, pastor, where a large number of MESSENGER sub- 
scriptions were given by the Church School as prizes for 
regular Church attendance. What other plans have you 
to suggest? We want to know all the methods which 
have been found successful in increasing the distribution 
of the good news of the Kingdom through the MEssEn- 


GER. 
* * * 


THE DISSIPATED MIND 


Our friend, the editor of The Reading Eagle, said some 
time ago that many of us make sounds resembling cracked 
bells. “Remember what happened to the Liberty Bell?” 
he asks; “the crack put it out of business. But for that, 
its clarion tones would still be a reminder of the best in 
national life. If a crack is fatal to a bell, think of what 
it means to a human life. We can make sounds, but they 
do not ring true. They are hollow and have no meaning. 
The sounds we make may appear to us to be arguments, 
but in reality they are nothing but a loud noise.” What 
is here called the “cracked mind” is by others denominated 


a “dissipated mind,” thin in thought and in knowledge, - 


superficial in breadth, slight in depth, low in height, or at 
best cloudy and visionary. Without method or working 
power, its only aim seems to be the pleasure of the mo- 
ment. It fits absolutely into this definition: “Every day 
it knows less and less about more and more, and more 
and more about less and less.” But although this sort 
of mind knows a little bit about many things and not 
much about any, its power of speech is in the inverse ratio: 
of its power of reasoning. 

In an age like ours, it should be particularly helpful to: 
study the causes of the dissipated mind. In a well-known 
address in the volume reviewed by Dr. Lynch in this is- 


sue, Dr. Charles Franklin Thwing names 6 causes for. 


this unfortunate condition: (1) the drift of population 
from the country to the city. This represents a movement 
from the comparative solitude and opportunities for medi- 
tation in rural life to the noise and confusion of the urban 
multitudes. The crowd represents conformity, makes 
contemplation and individuality difficult, and is prone to: 
follow the fashion. (2) The variety and diversity of the 
subject of education, which surpass belief or possible un- 
derstanding. The study of a few subjects pursued with 
thoroughness in method and long continued, has given 
way to a curriculum so diversified that concentration sur- 
renders to superficiality. (3) The movies. This is a 
good name to indicate something ever on the go, which 
“switches off and switches on, more off than on,” appeal- 
ing to the sensational, allowing no reasoning, and rarely 
exhibiting any knowledge of the law of cause and effect. 
President Thwing says moving pictures “appeal to the 
eye over-stimulated, to the nerves over-wrought, to the 
feelings over-heated.” 
perplexing post-bellum days. Such is the nervous ten- 
sion that the mind becomes “loose in its working, irrit- 
able in its relationships, captious in its conclusions.” (5) 
The hodge-podge of the daily newspapers. We are a 
people of newspaper headlines, even in some cases of the 
hourly edition. The daily paper represents a diversity of 
subjects as great as is the diversity of interests in life. 
These subjects are usually treated superficially, and in a 
way in which events are unrelated to each other. “It is pic- 
turesque, but not logical; descriptive, but not interpreta- 
tive; a series of supposed facts, which does not represent 
relationship.”” Such a pabulum does not promote or dis- 
cipline thinking; “the ordinary reading of the daily news- 
paper by the ordinary mind spells intellectual dissipation.” 
(6) There is no commanding voice. These great and 
dangerous forces of life are not ruled by great personal- 
ities. Ours is a democratic world, and democracy easily 
passes over into Bolshevism. The common idea is not 
that each is equal to every other, but that each is a good 
bit better than every other. The result in many instances 
is chaos. “Our pictures are cubist pictures; our poetry 
is free verse; our music is jazz; moral outlawries obtain ; 
intellectual standards are broken.” 

Do you not agree that this is real food for thought? 
You will take it seriously, if you yourself are not the vic- 
tim of a “dissipated mind.” 

* x * 


“T AM ASHAMED OF MYSELF” 


The September number of the American Magazine con- 
tains an intensely interesting article bearing the above 
title, from the pen of the well known writer, Mr. Albert 
Payson Terhune. It is the record of a serious accident 
that befell him and the reaction he experienced after be- 
ing made the recipient of many expressions of sympathy 
from a multitude of people. 

Briefly, the story is as follows. One dark evening he 
went for a brisk five mile walk along the public highway. 
He was struck by an automobile, was tossed high in the 
air and fell into a ditch along the road. With much pain 
and suffering he dragged himself near the road, with his 
handkerchief signalled a passing car, was tenderly lifted 
into the car and taken to his home. As soon as his acci- 
dent was known, he was flooded with telegrams and let- 
ters of sympathy and his sick room was made a floral 
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bower. Many of these tokens of sympathy came from 
strangers. A letter from a priest living in the coal-mine 
regions of Penna. closed with these words: “I suppose 
you are a heretic. But just the same, I slipped your 
heretical name into a Mass this morning; and I’m going 
to keep on doing it till you’re well.” 

Mr. Terhune repeatedly asks himself: “Would I have 
done these things for any or all of these men, women and 
children?” Realizing that he would not, he says again 
and again, “I am ashamed of myself.’’ He also realizes 
that “hundreds of people were more charitable and kindly 
considerate than I was; and were infinitely better Chris- 
tians.” 

Having read the article we sat and thought it all over, 
and then asked ourselves the question: “Are we as grate- 
ful as we ought to be? Are we doing the little and larger 
deeds of kindness that we should be doing every day; 
or are we giving the cup of cold water to those who are 
thirsty? Are we?” How prone we are to forget. How 
slow to say, “Thank you.” How readily we receive ex- 
pressions of sympathy and helpful services from our 
friends and from the members of our own households, 
without measuring the value of these kindnesses or paus- 
ing long enough to say “Thank you.” 

How the flower of gratitude is neglected in our life’s 
gardens, how often it is allowed to wither and die! Re- 
calling our seasons of thoughtlessness and remembering 
our failures, most of us should be ready to make our con- 
fession and say, “I am ashamed of myself.” 

Think of the many blessings that are showered upon 
us. by our Heavenly Father. How He watches over, cares 
for and defends us amidst dangers. and provides for our 
daily wants. Then remember how we received these 
daily blessings with little or perhaps no thought for the 
goodness of the Giver. How we ought to be ashamed of 
ourselves! Think how this same Heavenly Father has 
made full provision for our spiritual needs. How He 
gave His own Son as our Saviour, and how we are prone 
to forget Him. He has given us His Holy Word—and 
how we neglect it. He has given us His Church, with 
all its sacred privileges, and how we often pass its open 
doors on the Lord’s Day, and spend the precious hours 
in speeding along the highways and carrying with us our 
family, far from Sunday School and Church services! For 
failures and shortcomings such as these we should be 
thoroughly ashamed of ourselves. 

Let us stop long enough to think it all over. Let us 
make a critical study of our habits, of the things we are 
doing that we should not do, and of the things we are 
neglecting that we should do. Let us discover how grate- 
ful we are for our friends, for our loved ones, for our 
Christian faith and privileges. Having meditated upon 
these things, what is the reaction? Most of us will ac- 
knowledge our shortcomings and will join heartily in the 
very personal confession, “I Am Ashamed of Myself.” 


—A. M. S. 


* * * 
“IS THE LEGION A MENACE?” 


This is the query asked concerning the American Legion 
by The Christian Century, in a scathing editorial in its 
issue of Oct. 16. It cites both the wet Chicago Tribune 
and a dry citizen of Louisville, Ky., where the convention 
of the Legion was held a few weeks ago, in a description 
of the disgraceful disorder, the drunken orgies, the “un- 
mentionable lewd pranks” attending this annual gather- 
ing of supposed defenders of the nation. It pictures these 
men who served in our army and navy in a time of na- 
tional crisis “in the unenviable position of enemies to 
American law and order.” It is the claim of the Century 
that the Legion is “casting doubt on the quality of its 
patriotism” not only by thus flouting the law of the land 
at its conventions, but by its reactionary tendencies, its 
constant propaganda in support of maximum armaments, 
its disposition to question the loyalty of citizens who dare 
to apply the teachings of our Lord to the settlement of 
international questions, and in various ways by its attempts 
to violate such a fundamental constitutional guarantee as 
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freedom of speech. When officers or members of the Leg- 
ion, for instance, attempt to silence ministers of the gos- 
pel who are pleading for a warless world and attempting 
to substitute the Christian method of co-operation with 
other nations for the ancient folly of arming against other 
nations, they are not only a nuisance, but worse than a 
nuisance. 

It is our hope that the responsible officials of the Amer- 
ican Legion will be able to prove that their annual meet- 
ings are not drunken debauches and that their spirit as an 
organization is to foster and not to throttle the American 
ideal of fair play. But we must acknowledge that the in- 
sulting action of their recent convention in publishing a 
black-list of pacifistic organizations (which, as the Legion 
declares, are supporting a policy “resulting in national 
weakness” and thus leaving America defenceless before 
her enemies) gives little evidence of good sense or sober- 
ness. In that list the Legion has the effrontery to asso- 
ciate the Federal Council of the Churches and the National 
Council for the Prevention of War with the Young Pion- 
eers and other Communistic associations. But this same 
convention had not one word to say about the Shearer 
scandal or the exposure of the sinister efforts of ship- 
building and munition interests to thwart our Govern- 
ment’s sincere efforts “to stabilize peace and to reduce the 
national burden of taxation in behalf of armaments.” If 
such things continue, an increasing number will begin to 
te and to say that the Legion is American in name 
only. 


xk ok x 


A SIGNIFICANT CEREMONY 


In connection with the recent meeting of the Eastern 
Synod in Philadelphia, a goodly number of the members 
of the Synod gathered in Miller Hall of the Schaff Build- 
ing, at noon on October 16, for the unveiling of the splen- 
did new oil portrait of the late Dr. Philip Schaff, in whose 
honor our beautiful Church building is mamed. This 
work of art is the gift of his son, Dr. David Schley Schaff, 
and is greatly appreciated. It shows the revered Church 
historian, Bible translator and apostle of peace in his St. 
Andrew’s gown, and is the work of a leading New York » 
artist. The ceremony at the Schaff Building was in charge 
of the Executive Secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education. After the opening prayer by Dr. J. M. S. 
Isenberg, Vice President of Ursinus College, the portrait 
was unveiled by the President of Synod, Dr. Wm. F. De- 
Long. The address of the occasion, which was an admir- 
able interpretation of the life and service of Philip Schaff, 
was delivered by President George W. Richards, of the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster. The closing prayer 
was by Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew. It was the feeling of 
all those fortunate enough to be present that the occasion 
was peculiarly impressive, awakening renewed apprecia- 
tion of our rich heritage as a people and increasing our 
devotion to the noble ideals of this heroic figure in the 
history of American Christianity. The gift of the port- 
rait is a beautiful act of loyalty and affection from the 
distinguished son of a distinguished father, and through 
the years we hope the noble face of Philip Schaff will 
continue to speak to all who visit Miller Hall the message 
of a great love for the Lord Jesus Christ and an unwearied 
service in His Kingdom. 

Se ae 
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A PARABLE OF SAFETY 


I went to a Ball Game. And I beheld how some players 
score by Prudence and others by Adventure. And the man 
by whom I sate was full of admiration for those who 
played not far from their base, and I was more likely to 
admire those who Ventured. 
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And my friend said, Is it ever so with thee? And dost 
thou lavish all thine Applause upon those who undertake 
the plays that have Hazards? Behold is it not better to 
be Safe? 

And I said, No man ever won a Ball Game simply by 
Playing Safe. Some men get Put Out by running, and 
others stand hugging Third Base until the side goes out 
when an Adventurous Run might possibly have Scored. 

And he said, I prefer Safety. 

And I said, This is a very Unsafe World. It is Dan- 
gerous to be alive, and much safer to be Dead. It is 
highly Imprudent to Marry. It is very unsafe to be at 
Home; a large part of the Accidents happen there. The 
Bathroom is perhaps the most Dangerous room in the 
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house, hundreds of men have slipped in the Bathtub and 
injured their spines, and people there do suffer from 
Scalds and Shocks. Next to the Automobile the Bath- 
tub is perhaps Civilization’s most Deadly Weapon. Yet 
do I bathe every Saturday Night and sometimes Between. 
I do not advise men to Live Dangerously; I simply do not 
know any other way to live, and I want to live. 

And he said, How far dost thou carry this idea of 
thine? 

And I said, It is not mine own idea. I inherited it 
from a Great Adventurer who said something like this: 
He that would save his soul shall lose it, and he who doth 
lose his soul, the same shall find it. He lived dangerously, 
and gave the world Salvation. 


Needs of the Uniting Church 


Prof. Pupin ably outlined for us, in his 
widely appreciated book, ‘‘The New Re- 
formation,’’ the process by which chaos in 
natural phenomena is transformed into an 
orderly cosmos which man can employ for 
his own purposes. The steam engine, for 
example, transforms the molecular chaos 
(heat) into the orderly useful motions of 
the piston rods. Carnot’s principle sim- 
ply outlined a method whereby a force 
could be made to do work while passing 
from one temperature level to another. 

If we are to have a ‘‘ Uniting Church,’’ 
we must seek to transform into an orderly 
spiritual, intellectual, and social cosmos 
the chaos of influences which affect us to- 
day. We must, in the first place, seek the 
few fundamental forces and values which 
govern all life and all the universe. We 
must definitely understand what is ex- 
pected of the normal family and of the 
normal Christian individual. Christianity 
deals with, and advances the cause of, 
issues (e. g., the supreme issue of personal 
redemption through a divine leader), not 
simply a few isolated good deeds. 

We, note many encouraging signs of a 
new spirit of unity, co-operation and 
brotherhood. We have many community 
Churches, federations, councils and in- 
elusive social organizations. Denomina- 
tions are assigning work more judiciously, 
to avoid conflict and expensive duplication 
and rivalry. People today, as Walter 
Lippmann says, are gradually being forced 
te be as tolerant, as Churchmen, as they 
must be as citizens. 

All of these movements deserve the 
highest commendation and encouragement 
if they do not mean simply an undistine- 
tive compromise and the net loss of all 
old standards and identities and cherished 
traditions. 

When it comes to actual union, federa- 
tion, or close co-operation in the religious 
work of a community, local conditions, of 
course, often exert a very powerful influ- 
ence. I do not propose to discuss at this 
time the doctrinal, ecclesiastical, or ad- 
ministrative difficulties often hindering 
unity or co-operation. But I do wish to 
give, as one profoundly interested in the 
Chureh and the new generation, and ac- 
tively interested in modern religious move- 
ments, some of my views as to the requis- 
ites for developing the spiritual life of 
this nation and for bringing closer to- 
gether the different religious organizations. 
I shall speak plainly, leaving many points, 
perhaps, to be dealt with by writers with 
more training and experience. 

1. The average Church takes too much 
time, in relation to the work it does and 
seeks to have done. When its work is done 
largely by the ‘‘old faithfuls,’’ they are 
obliged to neglect other legitimate inter- 
ests in order to take places on committees, 
ete. Many Churches suffer from ‘‘inter- 
locking directorates.’’ Our Church organi- 
zation is too mechanized; its auxiliary en- 
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gines are too large for the boat of the pres- 
ent model. We must reduce the size of the 
equipment and take on more spiritual 
cargo. If we cannot do this, we cannot 
attain the ‘‘higher unities,’’?’ and all of 
our community co-operation will prove ulti- 
mately futile. How are we going to do 
this? Then again, some Churches allow 
parts of the ritual—especially the congre- 
gational singing, responses, reading, and 
the pastoral prayer—to become perfunctory 
and of small consequence to the spiritual 
life of the individual. 


WHO LIGHTS THE FLAME? 


Who lights the flame that blazes high 

In eyes that answer eyes? 

Who sows the seeds of friendship 
sweet, 

Of understanding wise? 


Who paves the way to heights of 
bliss 

Where heart communes with heart? 

Plunges the soul in deep abyss 

When ways and lips must part? 


Who grants the strength for sacri- 
fice 

Laid proudly at Love’s feet? 

Whence come humility, and faith, 

And gentle patience sweet? 


What makes a heaven of the earth 
Where weary feet had trod? 
*Tis not success, nor worldly gain; 
But LOVE, and love is GOD! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


2, Pulpit and pew are not spiritually 
‘“efficient.’? There are so many announce- 
ments, meetings, committees, organiza- 
tions, and societies in the Church that both 
pew and pulpit tend to lose sight of the 
fundamental need for making spiritual 
people and guiding life by spiritual prin- 
ciples. Dr. Charles M. Sheldon advocates 
a reversed Church service, with the sermon 
coming first. I advocate no special ritual 
but insist that the Church emphasize in 
everything its confidence in the divine 
presence and its unique spiritual message. 


Church services often do not improve 
perceptibly the conduct of the Church 
members. What good has then been done? 
Is this not a serious weakness of the 
Church—that it is capable of inspiring, 
entertaining, and drawing people, and yet 
they calmly keep on in their old way of 
life? What is to be done about this? We 
cannot attain the ‘‘higher unities’’ until 
we have a people willing to improve spir- 
itually. Nothing is so hazardous as unit- 
ing two imperfect objects or values. The 


fundamental strength or weakness of 
Christianity lies in the inner life of the 
individual Christian. 

Too many nominal Christians are really 
dwellers in a deep canyon which restricts 
their breadth of influence and their view 
of the sky. 

We need, in this day of co-operation and 
brotherhood, men with creative imagina- 
tion consecrated to Christian purposes. 
The psalmists and prophets were always 
men of great dynamic power and richness 
of purpose because of their burning love 
for God and their hard-won understanding 
of Him, 


In a mining country an ignorant settler 


had somehow collected many tons of erude 
iron ore. He had in his mind some build- 
ing projects, and he had heard that steel 
was desirable. He then approached an 
engineer and demanded steel. The engi- 
neer replied: ‘‘Why, you have it now if 
you smelt your ore!’’ We have the possi- 
bilities of co-operation and spiritual prog- 
ress in every community if we are willing 
diligently to survey the field and eare- 
fully prescribe for its needs. 


We have often visited some home where 
frugality was necessary, and partaken of 
their food, confessing afterward that it 
tasted better than many a banquet. So 
our community projects and our desires 
to deepen and broaden the spiritual life 
of the community will be given more 
power and value, if we have enduring, all- 
seeing love. Christian love sees all, un- 
derstands all, meets all demands. 

We see a little boy playing on the beach 
with a pile of wet sand, a few pebbles and 
sticks, and some yellowed grass. With 
these crude materials he constructs what 
becomes, in his own imagination, a great 
castle. God constructs through human 
love great castles of spiritual power. For 
what are we building? When we acquire 
greater unity and co-operation, what shall 
we serve? 

We need not only the will to co-opera- 
tion and unity, but the spiritual and in- 
tellectual capability and preparation to 
undertake it, 


I feel many times like launching upon a 
vindictive attack of the modern adult for 
his comprehensive failures and blindness. 
Today, in spite of all our educational, sci- 
entific, social, religious, and economic prog- 
ress the modern adult still dodges many of 
the supreme issues of life—e. g., living 
spiritually and empirically; constantly 
striving to attain his ideals; justice and 
sympathy for all men; and persistent ef- 
fort to know more of his own life, of the 
world, and of his fellowmen. We still 
have college degree worship. Men on our 
official boards are often neither brilliant 
nor just and fill up the pages of their de- 
nominational journals with the most. de- 
plorable dull trash. Journalism is very 
low in efficiency, though high in possibili- 
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ties. Adults still hide their fearsomeness 
and ignorance behind parenthood, social 
or professional prestige or position, age, 
authority, an appearance of wisdom and 
dignity, and a certain tacit complacency 
that they do not need to be further edu- 
cated and that they can, ex-officio, dictate 
to and control the younger and less power- 
ful people. What is our answer to these 
indictments? Are we really mature? 

If local Churches are co-operating in a 
friendly way and even achieving unity in 
many aspects of their work, this is but a 
colorless procedure unless by means of this 
merger and welding together there may be 
served a higher purpose and the generation 
of a greater power which shall be manifest 
in spiritual power and in conduct. 

3. The problem of good will is another 
serious concern of the Church. Our local 
co-operation will mean little unless it helps 
us to make good our promise to all nations 
of good will and brotherhood. Christian- 
ity will fail as a religion unless we can 
meet this challenge at once. 

Col. Lindbergh successfully and nobly 
completed his glorious ‘‘good will flight’’ 
through Mexico, Central and South Amer- 
ica, and the West Indies. But it is not 
enough for us to put a noble and intrepid 
young man up in the air in a marvelous 
machine and then rest assured that good 
will has been taken to all nations. JLind- 
bergh is a symbol of good will, but that 
symbol depends for its value upon the 
nations’ belief that all our people at home 
sincerely support these principles which 
they have sent Lindbergh to symbolize. 


Dr. Eckner has, more recently, taken the - 


great German air leviathan, the ‘‘Graf 
Zeppelin,’’ on a hazardous but impressive 
flight around the world. This is a great 
achievement, but we need men to do 
equally big things at home,.at work, and 
in the Churches, 

Christianity can no longer look forward 
to progress while it tolerates the inexcus- 
able institution of war. Hither men will 
batter each other’s bodies, or they will 
seek to strengthen each other’s souls. The 
voice of the individual Church member 
must be heard upon this question, and 
these community movements should serve 
to bring forward the idea that the Church 
today is not simply asking a man to live 
a docile, uneventful life of a few good 
deeds, while he fulfills prosaic obligations 
and obeys the laws. The Church calls him 
to help meet the burning issues of the day 
—war, good will, community co-operation, 
the inculeation of the spiritual outlook, 
ete. 

4, There is also the problem of hospi- 
tality. We are not openly hospitable to 
the things that would strengthen individual 
and social life. By this principle of hos- 
pitality, however, we may ‘‘entertain 
angels unawares.’? Whom have we recent- 
ly entertained? That is a great question 
for any Christian. What are the forces 
which we are permitting to direct our 
lives? 

The answer to this question can no 
longer be delayed. 

What is required of us today? Must we 
not concern ourselves about the modern 
magazine, moving picture, newspaper, the- 
atre, and other entertainments and inter- 
ests? What is our policy toward them? 
What is the Church going to do about 
them? At this time, too, we face a criti- 
eal situation. Organized religion in this 
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country has been grossly mismanaged— 
there are too many Churches, too much 
competition, and too little foresight. Now 
we face retrenchments, we are uniting, co- 
operating, readjusting, and we are trying 
to meet financial demands. It may be rela- 
tively easy to get a few people worshiping 
in one Church where before there were 
five; but what are we doing to make this 
one Church certainly a symbol of a spir- 
itual service not found in all of those 
discarded five put together? This is our 
main concern. What are we going to do 
in the face of growing neo-paganism and 
secularism? More and more the currents 
of modern life are receding from our 
Churches. Why, and what about it? 


AN APPRECIATION OF THE 
REFORMED CHURCH 
‘“‘MESSENGER’’ 


Within the ‘‘Messenger’’ I find 

A weekly feast for soul and mind; 

Its influence no one can gauge. 

The sayings of the worthy ‘‘Sage’’, 

. The section for the Home — Young 

Folks, 

And here and there the healthy 
jokes. 

Something for each and everyone, 

And not forgetting wholesome fun, 

There is the mystic ‘‘Puzzle Box’’ 

That stirs the mind, brain cells un- 
locks, 

And proves a fascinating game, 

As it is never quite the same. 

Sometimes you add, sometimes sub- 
tract, 

Find hidden word, or learn a fact. 

On every page, from first to last, 

There is indeed a rich repast 

Of sermon, story, book review, 

And splendid editorials, too; 

And garnered like a ripened sheaf 

There is the timely ‘‘News in Brief.’’ 

There is so much to help and cheer 

As week by week it comes each year. 


—E. T. W. 


5. Now, from the more abstract side, I 
believe that man is primarily a translator 
he is not strictly a creator, but a user of 
what God has long ago created. He trans- 
lates universal values and forces into hu- 
man forces that work toward increasingly 
great ends. 

Man’s mind, after all, functions within 
rather narrow limits; he thinks and acts 
along regular channels. He is great when 
he uses his highest powers to translate 
God’s powers into forces that work within 
the lives of men. Man’s mind is not abso- 
lutely given a free will—it is a God-made 
instrument which achieves its highest 
power when it most accurately works in 
accordance with God’s laws. Man creates 
largely through co-ordination, 

6. I believe that heaven is governed by 
the same general principles as we, in our 
highest moments of insight, find on earth. 
They are, of course, more fully applied and 
developed. In each God-like act and deed 
we bring into play principles and forces 
common to the entire universe. The King- 
dom of God can be on earth as it is in 
heaven because the same principles and 
values underlie both and man sees them 
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both in their highest significance when he 
makes himself one with them. I believe 
that the ‘‘pathway of a good and great 
life’? is never obliterated and that it ac- 
tually adds something to the power and 
beauty of those values pervading heaven 
and earth, 

When we act and think so as to become 
in accord with these principles and values 
which govern the universe we at once live 
everywhere and in every man. We have 
become a part of the substance of reality 
—that is, we have claimed our oneness 
with the eternal purpose and power per- 
vading the world. Dr. Slosson says that 
while the electron apparently has its min- 
ute center of activity, it really exists 
everywhere. Our present life apparently 
has its limited center of activity now, but 
when it brings into play one of the funda- 
mental forces of the universe its action 
is felt everywhere. 

Science today is wisely heading away 
from the mechanically analytic to the pur- 
posively synthetic—that is, science is not 
simply taking things to pieces, examining 
them, and then leaving them to le around 
in disjuncted uselessness. It seeks not 
only to master the details of the nature 
and functions of organisms but also to dis- 
cover the higher significance of their cre- 
ation and survival. It is seeking an inner 
inclusive unity—some principle and power 
which puts all things together for some 
exalted purpose... Religion must do the 
same in its realm. The quest for unity is 
the new crusade; unity is the new Holy 
Grail, 

Unity is always dynamic and purposive 
—for disunity is possible—for unity pos- 
sesses a power and a meaning impossible 
to fragments in disunion. Science has al- 
ready seen that each new scrap of knowl- 
edge should not be held and studied by 
itself; nor can the scientist feel sure that 
any new knowledge will fall into ready- 
made classification. He may be required 
to discard his criteria entirely and seek 
some more inclusive unity. 

In religion, too, we are finding that not 
only most communities get together, but 
the minds of individual Christians must 
get together and work out a way of life 
governed by the fundamental principles of 
pure Christianity. 

Religious education, sociology, psychol- 
ogy, and many other studies cannot in 
themselves solve the modern religious prob- 
lems; they are simply designed to meet the 
needs of one department of organized reli- 
gious life. What we need is that inclusive 
unity which binds them all together and 
gives them a Godward purpose. Great work 
has already been done, A triangular merger 
of the United Brethren, the Evangelical 
Synod, and the Reformed Church appears 
to be very promising, and the Congrega- 
tionalists and Christians are uniting. In 
Scotland a noble Church is being recon- 
stituted and brought closer to other ave- 
nues of organized religious life. 

Perhaps some of these rambling reflec- 
tions may help us somewhat to contem- 
plate the ‘‘higher unities’’? which are nec- 
essary if we are to make the most of all 
these commendable movements of com- 
munity co-operation. Whatever we may 
say or do, the test of Christianity is 
whether it can teach us to develop the 
best that is in us and our fellowmen and 
reach out to become one with the forces 
which govern the whole universe. 


Evil Fruits of Misconceptions 


We are all controlled and governed in 
our thoughts and actions by our concep- 
tions and ideals. Our conceptions are fre- 
quently correct in a general way but they 
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are never perfect. Sometimes too they are 
misconceptions. And misconceptions may 
for the time being produce good results. 
But in the end they bring forth evil fruit. 


It no doubt is a fact that truth never 
injures, but error always does in the long 
run. Take for example the conception of 
the Bible which may be thus expressed: 
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‘‘Everything in the Bible must be literally 
understand and isinfallible!’’ This concep- 
tion controlled the thinking and acting of 
men and women for hundreds of years; and 
I think it must be admitted that good 
results grew out of it. 

But as time rolled on it gradually 
dawned upon many minds and hearts that 
there are various things in the Bible that 
could not at all times be literally con- 
strued and applied. Take the case of the 
Biblical teaching on the dress and conduct 
of women. That could not be carried out 
literally in the present day. Scores upon 
scores of similar cases might be cited. 
However, underlying each of them is a 
permanent spiritual truth. In the. case 
mentioned it is everlastingly true that at 
all times, under all circumstances, in all re- 
lations, amidst all customs, women ought 
to dress and act with becoming modesty. 

In order that the correct value of the 
writings of the Bible may be obtained one 
must have some knowledge of the experi- 
ence, circumstances, conditions, tempera- 
ment and character of the writer, and also 
of the circumstances and conditions, life 
and customs of the people to whom the 
writings were addressed; and in order that 
the truth involved may be efficiently ap- 
plied to the people of the present day, or 
of any day, one must have an appreciative 
understanding of this mode of being and 
of their needs. 

Note the evils and wrongs that have 
grown out of the conception that the Bible 
must be literally construed and is infallibly 
true in every particular. 

1. According to that view human slavery 
can be defended, as it has been defended, 
by things contained in the Bible. 

2. Kings and princes can establish their 
right to govern the people. Such a view 
of the Bible will support the doctrine of 
the ‘‘Divine Right’’ of kings. 

3. Because of such a view of the Serip- 
tures women were long held in subjection 
to men, and in some places are so held yet. 
The literal interpretation of some Biblical 
teaching justifies the practice. In conse- 
quence the women have suffered much in 
the history of mankind. 

4. One of the blackest spots on the 
Protestant Church is the persecution and 
martyrdom of so-called witches. Hundreds 
and thousands of men, women and girls 
were tortured, put to death by water and 
by fire because they were charged with 
practicing witchcraft. These things took 
place only a few centuries ago in Ger- 
many, Britain, and to a small extent in 
the colonies of America. Why? Because 
of the literal interpretation of some pas- 
sages of Scripture. John Wesley is re- 
ported to have said, even in his day, that 
we might as well give up the whole Bible 
as to omit its teaching on witcheraft. The 
Germans and English and Scotch have got- 
ten fairly well over the belief in wizards 
and witches, though lingering remains of 
the superstitions connected with witchcraft 
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IN HONOR OF THE REV. A. E. 
TRUXAL, D.D., ON HIS EIGHTY- 
FIFTH BIRTHDAY, OCT. 30, 1929 


By John Franklin Bair 


Just fourscore years and five have 
shed 

Their gracious bounty on thy head; 
Years in the Master’s service spent, 
All have been put to good intent; 
No longer in the active work, 
Thou still wilt not thy duty shirk, 
But thru the medium of the pen, 
Thou doest good to many men. 


When, years ago, my vows I made, 
Thy hand upon my head was laid, 
Along with other two that day— 
The others both have passed away: 
But thou remainest yet, to give 
Advice to all who long to live 
Such lives on earth, that they may 
fly, 
At death, to mansions in the sky. 


Thy life to thee has long been 
spared, 

Thy health, too, has not been im-- 
paired, 

For which we thank God ev’ry day. 

And to Him we will ever pray 

To grant to thee yet many more 

Birthdays, that from thy bounteous 
store, 

Thou mayest, with thy fertile pen, 

Give courage to the younger men. 


Butler, Pa. 


are yet to be found here and there among 
the people. 

5. The conception of the Bible under 
view has led Christians in all ages to 
defend cruel and bloody warfare. 
have believed, and some believe so yet, that 
the Lord brings on wars. But it is now 
being realized as never before that wars 
grow out of the sins of men; that war is a 
violation of the Spirit of Christ and His 
teaching. But the literalist says: accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, war has always been 
and always will be. 

6. The conception of the literal and in- 
fallible nature of everything in the Bible 
has produced much schism and many divi- 
sions in the Church. One denomination 
builds on one set of passages, another on 
another set; and so it has gone on until 
more than a hundred divisions have be- 
come established. 

The literal interpretation of some Serip- 
ture and of the creeds and doctrines of 300 
years ago has moved some professors and 
ministers and laymen to establish a new 
seminary in Philadelphia in opposition to 
Princeton and to all other seminaries which 
they regard as deviating too far from their 
conceptions of orthodoxy. The schismatic 
and divisive spirit is not dead yet. 


Many. 
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7. The Sunday School has of late been 
under discussion to a considerable extent. 
Some claim that it is not accomplishing 
what ought to be expected of it. The 
‘*Brooklyn Hagle’’ a short time ago speak- 
ing of the inefficiency of its teaching makes 
the statement: ‘‘The literal acceptance of 
the whole Bible is the bar in the way of 
making the Sunday School what it ought 
to be.’’? Neither affirming nor denying 
this judgment, it no doubt is the case that 
the teaching of the Sunday School is large- 
ly governed by the conception that every- 
thing in the Bible must be accepted as 
literally true; and further that a spirit of 
indifference is begotten by it in the minds 
of many among the rising generation who 
have become acquainted with the modern 
knowledge of things. Surveys that have 
been made indicate unmistakably that mere 
knowledge of the contents of the Bible 
does not produce moral and spiritual char: 
acter. It depends largely upon the form 
in which Biblical truth is applied to the 
conditions and necessities of the boys and 
girls, men and women of the present day. 

It is really surprising how some men do 
cling to the things of the past as though 
the world were moving backward. The re- 
storation of ancient things is a vain ex- 
pectation. The Jews may wail at the 
broken walls of the temple as much as they 
please, but they can never bring back the 
conditions of 2,000 years ago. The Roman 
Catholics may hold fast to the conception 
that the Pope ought to be the temporal 
ruler of the world, but things are moving 
in the other direction—in France, in Mex- 
ico, and somewhat even in Italy. The Pope 
cannot control Mussolini as he once did 
emperors, kings and princes. On all sides 
monarchy is giving way to democracy and 
republics are taking the place of king- 
doms, and republics are an abomination to 
the Pope. 

Some Protestants too have their faces 
turned to the past. They cling to the reli- 
gious and Biblical conceptions that arose 
during the first century of the Reforma- 
tion. This too will be vain in the end, 
for it is a violation of God’s law of opera- 
tion in all forms of life and in the world 
everywhere as far as it is known. The 
stream of history moves forward slowly 
but relentlessly. Men may oppose it, strug- 
gle and hold back, but the current flows on. 
Conceptions are modified, changed, aban- 
doned, and new conceptions are formed. 
This is the Lord’s order of working and 
we are challenged to work with Him. 

The challenge is to look before us, not 
behind, to see mankind as it now is, to see 
things as they now are, and to apply the 
truth of the Bible to the children of men 
according to their present condition of 
knowledge and need. The Gospel must 
save the world. We must adjust it to pres- 
ent requirements. The past is forever gone; 
the future is before us; the present is in 
our hands. The demand upon us is to be 
faithful in our own day and generation, 


The Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Meeting of Luther 
and Zwingli at Marburg 


PRESIDENT GEORGE W. RicHarps, D.D., LL.D. 


ATs 

A new internationalism and a new in- 
terdenominationalism, that is, a new way 
of co-operation of nations and of Churches 
throughout the world for the betterment 
of humanity and the advancement of Chris- 
tianity, are no longer a far off vision in 
the heavens, They are in process of re- 
alization upen earth. This becomes clear 
when one considers the summer assemblies 
in the different states of Europe, each of 
which is defined by the term, ‘‘world’’ or 
‘‘international’’ or ‘‘universal.’’ For the 


/ 


nations there is the World Court at the 
Hague and the League of Nations at 
Geneva. For the Churches at least seven 
different meetings were held in July, 
August and September, as follows: 1. The 
Committee preparing for a ‘Congress of 
Religions on World Peace sponsored by the 
Church Peace Union, at Frankfort, Ger- 
many, August 19-23; 2. The meeting of 
the Central Bureau of Relief of the Euro- 
pean Churches, in Basel, Switzerland, Aug- 
ust 23-24, with which the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America is 


in close co-operation; 3. The Continuation 
Committee of the World Conference on 
Faith and Order at Maloja, Switzerland, 
the latter part of August; 4. The Com- 
mittee of the International Federation for 
Home Missions and Organized Christian 
Charity at Bonn, Germany, August 29- 
September 2; 5. The Continuation Com- 
mittee of the ‘Conference on Life and 
Work at Hisenach, Germany, September 2- 
9; 6. The Committee of the World Alli- 
ance for International Friendship through 
the Churches at Montpelier, France, Sep- 
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tember 21; 7. The Celebration of the 
Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Col- 
loquy of Luther and Zwingli at Marburg, 
Germany, September 12-15. Indeed if one 
is weary of attending meetings in America 
the last place he ought to go for rest in 
the summer months is Europe. It is only 
by taking the bit between his teeth and 
running away into the Black Forest or 
into the Alps, or by finding refuge in one 
of the many Bads of central and southern 
Europe, that he will escape them. 

All of these assemblies are attended by 
men and women of culture and Christian 
ideals. The scope of their vision and the 
endeavors for human welfare are world- 
wide, including all tribes and races in a 
brotherhood of mutual aid and co-opera- 
tion. One could not help but deeply de- 
plore the announcement of a large conven- 
tion held at Moscow, in August, whose 
purpose was to discuss ways and means to 
teach children of ten years the doctrines 
of atheism and to set them even in their 
childhood against every form of religion— 
pagan, Jewish or Christian. This is a 
movement which the religious people of 
the world cannot afford to ignore. It is 
far more insidious, far more dangerous to 
the good of humanity, than any type of 
imperialism, civil or religious, that has 
prevailed since time began. Of this the 
coming generation will probably hear more 
than the present. 

II. 


Of the seven conferences above named I 
attended two—that of the International 
Federation of Inner Missions at Bonn and 
the celebration at Marburg. Of the latter 
I shall give a brief account. 

Four hundred years ago, on October 1-4, 
1559, Luther and Zwingli, and their col- 
leagues, met at the invitation of the young 
Landgrave, Philip of Hesse, in the castle 
crowning the hill overlooking the ancient 
town of Marburg and the picturesque land- 
scape through which the river Lahn winds 
its course. This was the first and the last 
time that the two original reformers, the 
one from Wittenberg and the other from 
Zurich, stood face to face. They began 
about the same time (1516-17) publicly to 
criticize certain practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Both were compelled to 
separate from its fellowship and both spent 
their lives in the establishment of new 
Churches according to the ideals of the 
New Testament. 

Each won many followers and, in the 
course of a decade, princes in Germany and 
cantons in Switzerland took either the 
Catholic or the Protestant side. The reli- 
gious question raised by reformers had po- 
litical issues which had to be faced by 
statesmen. What was first preached and 
taught in Church and university had to 
be wrought out in diets and courts of 
princes and fought out by armies on fields 
of battle. 

The first union of states for the purpose of 
defending the Catholic faith and, so far as 
possible, for preventing the spread of the 
Protestant faith, was the League of Ratis- 
bon, 1524, of which Austria, Bavaria, and 
the south German bishops were members. 
The Catholic league called forth a counter- 
league of Protestant princes, the League 
of Torgau (1526), for the defence of the 
evangelical faith. Its founder and leader 
was the far-sighted Philip of Hesse; five 
of the north German princes joined it; and 
the hope of Philip was that all the Pro- 
testant powers of Germany, north and 
south, and of Switzerland might be united 
for defensive and, if need be, offensive 
purposes. 

The plans of Philip were in danger of 
being thwarted by the growing dissension 
among the Protestant leaders. The prin- 
cipal point at issue was the doctrine of 
the Lord’s Supper. Luther and Zwingli 
agreed in their opposition to Rome and to 
the Anabaptists. They were both con- 
servative Biblical reformers. They began 
to differ, however, in their interpretation 
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of certain doctrines in the New Testament. 
The first evidence of difference on the 
Lord’s Supper is found in a letter written 
(1524) by Zwingli to Alber, a pastor of 
Reutlingen. The letter was published and 
was brought to the attention of Luther. 
In it Zwingli referred to Luther’s view of 
the sacrament, without, however, mention- 
ing his name. It was the spark that set 
the tinder aflame; it became a raging theo- 
logical conflagration that could not be 
extinguished. Luther called the letter of 
Zwingli ‘‘ein greuliches Wesen’’—a de- 
testable thing. 


The battle of the giants was now on, 
to the great glee of the Catholics and the 
humanists. These parties hoped that 
through controversy the reform might con- 
sume itself. Tracts and books were writ- 
ten with much Biblical learning and bit- 
ter theological wrath. The rift between 


AUTUMN 
Robed in bright blue with sceptre 
he stands, 
O’er all the earth he’s waving his 
wand. 
Painting the landscape in gorgeous 
array: 


Making the leaves his beautiful prey. 


’Tis a canvas of crimson, bright yel- 
low and gold, 

Sunburst, vermilion and russet un- 
fold. 

’Mid verdure of spruce, the pine and 
e’rgreen 

Entrances our gaze; a picture serene. 


A whispering hope life’s bosom doth 
fill: 

We see thru God’s canvas, if we but 
will, 

His power to wield the brush in His 
hand; 

Indelibly tinting hearts noble and 
grand. 


—Jeanette Ritter Heller. 
Danville, Pa. 


Luther and Zwingl widened until recon- 
ciliation seemed hopeless. The theological 
controversy had its political bearings. The 
Lutherans were not ready to join in a 
league with princes and cantons that dif- 
fered from them in essential Christian 
doctrines. Zwingli and the South Germans 
were prepared to join a league with the 
North Germans, notwithstanding doctrinal 
dissensions. 

Accordingly, as a last resort, hoping 
against hope that the differences between 
Luther and Zwingli might be overcome, 
that the unity of Protestantism might be 
maintained, and that his favorite project 
of a Protestant League might not come to 
naught, Philip invited Luther and Zwingli 
and their colleagues to a colloquy in his 
castle at Marburg. 


It does not come within the scope of this 
paper to describe the most interesting 
details of the disputation which in one 
form or another continued for three days 
—October 1-4. The outcome was that 
Luther and Zwingli separated without 
reading an agreement on the doctrine of 
the Lord’s Supper, though both were not 
a little amazed at the number of points 
on which they agreed. Luther and five 
of his colleagues and Zwingli and three of 
his associates subscribed to fifteen articles 
of faith, now known as the Articles of 
Marburg, but they differed on the Fif- 
teenth. (I have copies of the autographs 
of the signatures before me.) This article 
defined the manner of the presence of the 
glorified humanity of Christ in the ele- 
ment of the Eucharist. The latter half of 
the article contained the following pro- 
viso: 


‘And although at present we are not 
agreed on the question whether the real 
body and blood of Christ are corporally 
present in the bread and wine, yet both 
parties shall cherish Christian chizrity for 
one another so far as the conscience of 
each will permit.’’? The last claase is es 
pecially significant. 

The separation of the Reformers marks 
the final division of Protestantism into 
two main branches, now known as Lutheran 
and Reformed. Since then many subdivi- 
sions have come about; so that, at present, 
in the United States there are more than 
150 different Churches. In tle Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ there 
are 29 distinet denominations. } 

One may question the propriey of cele- 
brating the event which ended ir the divi- 
sion of Protestantism at a time vhen men 
in all the Churches are seeking closer 
union. In reply I should say it was a 
commemoration of division hut : celebra- 
tion of growing union. The iivitations 
sent out by the Churches of Hess:n-Cassel, 
the Faculty of the University of Marburg, 
and the Citizens of Marburg, comained the 
following statement of purpose: 

‘*To become conscious of the essential 


elements and unity of Protestantism as 


well as of the rights and limitations of its 
confessional divisions; and to learn more 
clearly the common tasks which the present 
age sets before Protestantism.’’ This be- 
came the keynote of the papets and the 
addresses. The speakers were not bent 
on correcting or regretting history but 
upon accepting it and facing both its con- 
sequences and responsibilities. The 16 
states and the 20 different Churches, in- 
cluding the Unitarians, are clear evidence 
that the men of Marburg now have a dif- 
ferent spirit from that of the men of 
Marburg then. The former is the spirit of 
inclusion; the latter, of exclusion. Both 
have place in the development of Chris- 
tianity upon earth. : 

The program, covering three days, was 
not burdened with an excessive number of 
addresses. There were three papers and 
an anniversary sermon. The subjects and 
readers of the primary addresses were as 
follows: 1. ‘‘The Causés, Transactions, 
and Consequences of the Marburg Col- 
loquy,’’ by Professor ’ Walter Koehler, 
formerly of the Theological Faculty of the 
University of Zurich, now Professor at the 
University of Heidelberg. He is the great- 
est living authority on Luther and Zwingli, 
having recently published a volume on 
that subject, of 851 pages, and promising 
a second of equal sizé. 2. ‘‘The Essence 
of Protestantism and its Various Confes- 
sional Formulations,’’ by Professor Herme- 
linck of the University of Marburg. 3. 
‘‘The Common Problems of Protestantism 
at the Present Time,’’ by Professor Otto 
of the University of Marburg. Hach ad- 
dress was about an hour and a quarter in 
length and dealt with its subject in an 
exhaustive and attractive way. The an- 
niversary sermon was preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Schoeffel, of Hamburg, on John 17—a 
discourse almost faultless for beauty of 
form and for simplicity and depth of 
content—not a defence of the Gospel, not a 
trimming down of the Gospel to suit the 
scholars present; but an exposition of the 
Gospel and therefore satisfying to the 
heart of scholar and layman. He made one 
feel the wisdom of ‘‘the foolishness of 
preaching. ’’ 

After each of the principal papers was 
read, the presiding officer announced a re- 
cess of forty minutes and suggested that 
the delegates refresh themselves in the 
neighboring cafes. After free discussion 
over the coffee, the more formal addresses 
of 10 and 20 minutes were resumed in the 
Church. 

Following the paper of Professor Herme- 
lineck on Friday morning, addresses were 
delivered by Principal Garvie, of London, 
vice-president of the World Conference on 
Faith and Order; Bishop Fonnesbeck-Wulff 
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von Roeskilde, of Denmark, and Professor 
George W. Richards, president of the Alli- 
ance of Reformed and _ Presbyterian 
Churehes. In the afternoon of each day 
ten minute greetings were brought by the 
representatives of the different Churches 
and Jands. Professor Brunner brought the 
greetings of the Reformed Chureh of 
Switzerland and made a deep impression 
in a carefully written address of ten min- 
utes. He preached on Sunday morning, 
but I was compelled to leave for my boat 
on Saturday evening. The Celebration 
closed on Saturday afternoon with ‘‘ Kaf- 
fee’? in the Hall of the Castle at which 
tle Burgomaster of Marburg presided and 
delivered a felicitous address on behalf of 
the citizens. At five o’clock, students of 
tlle university, in modern fashion, pre- 
sented a pageant re-enacting the Marburg 
Disputation four hundred years ago. On 
Thursday evening an organ recital was 
given inthe Lutheran Church to illustrate 
‘«The Minifoldness of Protestantism in its 
Spiritual Songs. ’’ 

The meetings were held alternately in 
the Marenkirche (Lutheran) and in the 
Reformed Church attached to the build- 
ings of tie university. An inscription on 
the wall back of the pulpit reminds the 
worshipper of the age-old clouds of wit- 
nesses that look down upon him: 

‘‘Beour in the year 1300; restored for 
evangelical worship by the Landgrave 
William If, 1658; renovated in 1927.’’ 


ITI. 


Outstanding Ideas of the Three 
Primary Papers 
1. Professor Koehler held that Luther 
in his insistence upon the literal interpre- 
tation of the words: ‘‘This is my body,’’ 
put the emphasis upon the objective factor 
in religion, i. e., upon God and only His 
Word. Zwingli emphasized the subjective 
factor of religion, i. e., the Word of God 


and the believing soul. Luther feared 
Zwingli’s stress on the human _ factor 


would lead to rationalism or the fanaticism 
of Karlstadt and the Anabaptists. Indeed 
he could never rid himself of the prejudice 
that Zwingli belonged to that group. 
Zwingli, on the other hand, feared Luther’s 
emphasis on God and His Word only would 
lead back to Roman Catholicism and for- 
feit the evangelical doctrine of grace and 
faith. The two factors were united in the 
Wittenberg Concord prepared. by Martin 
Bueer in 1536—a formula satisfactory to 
the Germans hut not acceptable to the 
Swiss. 

Professor Hermelinck granted that, on 
account of its many divisions, the Roman 
Catholic and the humanist had reasons for 
their gibes at Protestantism and their pro- 
phecy of its ultimate dissolution. ‘‘Yet,’’ 


he says, ‘‘we affirm the history through 
which our reformation Churches have been 
led, It was evidently God’s will to show 
the riches and manifold character of 
evangelical Christianity with its freedom 
of conscience and right of private judg- 
ment. However much we might wish that 
Luther and Zwingli had come to an agree- 
ment at Marburg and furthered the cause 
of Church unity, let us not forget the pos- 
sible danger that lurked in such union; 
not the least of which would have been a 
uniform fixed system of faith and life 
similar to that of the Roman Catholic 
Church. ’? 

Professor Hermelinck found the essen- 
tial unity of Protestantism in the follow- 
ing points: 1. The continual protest 
against Roman Catholicism, i. e., against 
every form of a sacred canon law and sac- 
ramental and mechanical access to God; 
2. The return to the gospel of the Holy 
Seriptures as the final rule of faith and 
life; 3. The recognition of the principle 
that the congregation of believers, not the 
priesthood, is the ‘‘cell’’ of religious and 
ecclesiastical life. Luther taught that the 
Word belonged to the congregation and 
that the people should be entrusted with 
it; 4. The priesthood of all believers, giv- 
ing each a right to share in the govern- 
ment, doctrine, and worship of the Church; 
5. The conviction that the gospel is the 
assurance of the grace and merey of God 
as revealed in Jesus Christ and that it 
alone justifies the sinner, 


In view of unity on these fundamentals 
Professor Hermelineck issued a ‘ ‘morning 
call’’ to:the Churehes to find for them-~ 
selves their common and universal task, 
as they have begun to do at Stockholm in 
1925 and at Lausanne in 1927, 


The ‘‘morning call’’ of Professor Herme- 
linck was answered by Professor Otto in 
his paper on ‘‘The Common Task of Pro- 
testantism and the Method of its Fulfill- 
ment.’’ He said: ‘‘Because we know that 
we are one amid our differences, that we 
have common possessions, and that of ne- 
cessity we belong to one another . . . we 
are here.’?’ We have to do with three 
things: 1. ‘‘Our witness before all the 
world that we are one as children of the 
Reformation, which the Lord God gave His 
Church, as the one great undivided com- 
munion of those who mean to live and die 
by grace alone through faith alone, trust- 
ing in God’s word and work in Christ, 
apart from every work and ordinance of 
man,’’? 2, ‘This witness before the world 


should become for us a vow which binds 
us anew to each other, and which we all 
mean to carry away in our hearts when we 
return to the communions and groups we 
represent ’’; 
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“fA band of brothers we will be, 
Whom neither need nor risk shall part.’’ 


3. ‘*That the vow be not mere words but 
become acts, we need to consider the col- 
lective tasks of Protestantism.’’ 


He then plead for an organ through 
which the Protestant Churches could both 
speak and act with one accord. Sueh an 
‘forgan’’? is not to be a united Chureh 
with ‘‘uniform faith and order’’ or a 
‘*Common Constitution’’; not ‘fan all- 
inclusive super-organization ruling the 
Protestant Chureches—a kind of Protes- 
tant Vatican.’’ Nor is it to play the part 
of ‘fa Protestant Pope or an infallible 
General Council whose decrees and Canons 
are binding on every number,.’’ 


‘‘Union for common 
something like a 


He advocated a 
practical purposes’? 
“‘Universal Protestant Senate for the 
Protection of Protestant Interests.’’ 1. 
This, in its simplest form, involved what 
in English is called an ‘‘Urgeney Com- 
mittee.’? It is to make pronouncements in 
time of emergency or for common defence 
or for relieving general distress that may 
arise unexpectedly. 2. Also, an institu- 
tion or commission for the systematic 
study of the Christian confessions to un- 
derstand their distinctive character and 
their common possessions. We should not 
let Rome speak alone on questions like 
the revision of the Calendar or the fixing 
of the date of Easter. The League of 
Nations ought to have answers to ques- 
tions it raises, not merely from Rome or 


‘from Canterbury but from Protestantism 


as a whole. 3. The care, support, and 
advancement of Protestant groups when 
they are in distress, under disability, or 
in dire poverty. 


Professor Otto was in accord with the 
mind of all the delegates and was true to 
the spirit of Protestantism which must 
not be surrendered eyen for Church union, 
when he said: ‘‘We believe in the free 
play of the powers of the individual, in 
his independent activity and responsibility, 
apart from any infallible prescription, in 
free co-operation alongside of official or- 
ganization. We shall stand by _ self- 
development in rite, cult, and personal 
life, as these take form, now in this way, 
now in that, according to historical con- 
ditions, particular demands of time and 
circumstance and as they thereby give 
place in proper spontaneity to the riches 
of free Protestant development in mutual 
stimulation, competition and help accord- 
ing to the wealth of the gifts of the 
Spirit.’’ This mood, attitude and privy- 
ilege is the priceless heritage of the Re- 
formers; and we shall play false to our 
Fathers if we betray this trust. 
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NOVEMBER MEETINGS OF CLASSES 


The following Classes will hold their 
meetings in November: 

Lehigh, Noy. 6, 7; Goshenhoppen, Nov. 
7; Allegheny, Nov. 7; Zion’s, Nov. 7; Vir- 
ginia, Nov. 8; Wyoming, Nov. 12; Mer- 
cersburg, Nov. 14, 

Twenty-two Classes met during October, 
including every Classis of Ohio Synod. 
The purpose of these fall meetings is to 
divide the amounts among the congrega- 
tions of the new Apportionments, which go 
into effect Jam. 1, 1930. In addition to 
this, special attention is being given in 
these sessions to the program for the Pen- 
tecostal Year, and to plans for making the 
EVERY Member Canyass in the congre- 
gations, 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. Dobbs Ehlman from Morioka, Ja- 
pan, to Loysville, Pa. 

Rey. Frank L. Fesperman from Yama- 
gata, Japan, to 112 Kita Nibancho, Sen- 
dai, Japan. 

Rev. D. K. Laudenslager from Schwenks- 
ville, Pa., to 108 N. Jarden St., Shenan- 
doah, Pa. 

Rey. Charles H. Schmitt from 1429 Hep- 
burn Ave., to 1895 Princeton Drive, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 5 

Rey. F. D.. Slhifer from Lehighton, Pa., 
to 626 Cleveland St., Allentown, Pa. 

Rey. G. A. Stauffer from 217 Pearl St., 
to 18 Atkins St., Laneaster, Pa. 


Rev. J. W. Yeisley from Millmont, Pane 
to James Creek, Pa. 


GENEROUS BEQUESTS 


By the will of our friend, George OC. 
Pearson, Smithsburg, Md., former Supt. 
of Sehools, a large part of his estate, 
estimated at over $100,000, goes to Re- 
formed Chureh institutions. A trust fund 
of $15,000, after the death of relatives, 
goes to Hoffman Orphanage; another of 
$15,000 to Hood College; $2,000 to the 
Board of Home Missions for Building 
Funds; the income of $3,000 to the Con- 


sistory of the Cavetown Reformed Chureh; — 


all of the residue goes to Potomae Synod 
to endow an Old Folks’ Home, provided 


the Synod shall found such a Home within | 


a year. If the Home is not established 


half of the residue goes to the Board of 


Christian Education as the George C. P 
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son endowment fund in support of the 
“Reformed Chureh Messenger,” and the 
other half to the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

The “Messenger” does not know whether, 
in this contingency, a dollar of this be- 
quest will come to it, but it is sineerely 
grateful to be thus remembered in the 
will of a loyal son of the Reformed Church, 
and it hopes that this fine example will be 
emulated by many other friends, who will 
realize what a real service they can render 
to future generations by such a stimulat- 
ing benefaction. 


A charming little accompanist for the 
male quartet in the Manse of St. John’s, 
Harrisburg, Pa., arrived on Oct. 26 and, 
according to the proud parents, Rev. and 
Mrs. David Dunn, the young lady’s name 
will be Carolyn. 


On Oct. 19 F. and M. defeated Ursinus 
at football, 18 to 0. On Oct. 26 the Re- 
formed Church institutions seemed to be 
uniformly vietorious, Heidelberg swamp- 
ing Otterbein, Ursinus defeating Muhlen- 
berg 9 to 7, and F. and M. routing Swarth- 
more 13 to 6 at Swarthmore. 

In First Church, Washington, D. C., Dr. 
James D. Buhrer, pastor, Holy Communion 
was administered Oct. 6. Rally Day ser- 
vices were held Oct. 27. Harvest Home 
will be celebrated Nov. 3 and the §. S. 
Festival will be held Nov. 8. Dr. Buhrer 
and his party report a wonderful European 
tour. 

In the Shiloh Charge, Danville, Pa., 
Rey. Clark W. Heller, pastor, Holy Com- 
munion was observed Oct. 13. Commun- 
ion of the Mausdale congregation was held 
Oct. 20, and at Ridgeville, Oct. 27. The 
Every-Member-Canvass will be held Nov. 
17. 7 members were received during the 
quarter closing on Oct. 1. 

St. John’s Church, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. 
Alfred N. Sayres, pastor, on Oct. 27, had 
the pleasure of hearing Hon. Fletcher W. 
Stites, a former State Senator, at the 
evening service. Oct. 27 was Girls’ Day 
in the Church School. The new song book, 
“Song of Service” is being introduced in- 
to the School. 9 new members were re- 
ceived at the Autumn Communion service, 
Oct. 20. 


Announcement has been made by Mrs. 
Edith R. Blizard of the marriage of her 
daughter, Flossie Belle, to the Rev. Philip 
Vollmer, Jr., at Cleveland, O., on Monday, 
Oct. 21. The “Messenger” extends felicita- 
tions. Rey. and Mrs. Vollmer will be “at 
home” after Dee. 1. The groom is the 
successful Superintendent of Fairview 
Park Hospital. 


Word has just been received from Rey. 
Jdward F. Evemeyer of Los Angeles, Cal., 
that Mr. August H. Sellemeyer, father of 
Miss Esther I. Sellemeyer of our China 
Mission, passed away on Saturday, Oct. 
19. Mr. Sellemeyer was 68 years of age, 
and one of the outstanding members of 
the First Church in Los Angeles. The 
burial took place at Decatur, Ind. 


In First Chureh, Carlisle, Pa., Rev. Roy 
BE. Leinbach, pastor, Rally Day on Sept. 
22 brought out about 500 members and 
friends. September Bible Sehool attend- 
ance surpassed all former September ree- 
ords, when the average attendance was 
346. Chaplain Blanchard, of the Army 
Post, occupied the pulpit on Oct. 20. The 
Motkers’ Class recently donated $100 to 
the Building Fund. 


“Ernest Mann,’ who has been writing 
such heartsearching letters on personal 
religion to “Messenger” readers for some 
weeks (see page 2), is really disappointed 
beause there have been no reactions. He 
has hoped to receive many requests, ap- 
peals for help, confessions or suggestions— 
but so far none have been received. How 
much are you interested in personal, ex- 
perimental religion? 


In First Church, Canton, O., Rev. R, W. 
Blemker, D. D., pastor, the sum of $1,146 
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has been contributed toward Founders’ 
Hall at Heidelberg. The Canton Commun- 
ity Training School opened Oct. 14, and 21 


were enrolled from First Church. Holy 
Communion was observed Oct. 13. Sept. 
29 was Promotion Day in the Chureh 


School. Rally Day was celebrated Sept. 
22. There were over 1,200 in attendance 
with an offering for the building fund of 
$920.80. 25 boys and girls have been 
enrolled in the pastor’s class in religious 
instruction. 

Holy Communion is being observed 
throughout the South Bend, Pa., Charge, 
Rey. Sarkis Papajian, pastor. A Young 
People’s Society is being formed with a 
total membership of 80 from the three 
Churches. Confirmation classes have been 
organized with a total enrollment of 38 
pupils. This work has been neglected in 
this field for the last 5 years. On Nov. 3, 
Dr. A. M. Keifer will represent St. Paul’s 
Orphanage, and on May 17, Dr. W. C. 
Sykes, of Greensburg, will present the 
cause of Ministerial Relief. 

In Trinity Church, Upper Sandusky, O., 
a letter of appreciation was recently 
handed to the pastor, Rev. Geo. W. Good, 
which contained not only brotherly words 
concerning the pastor’s work in the plan- 
ning and erection of the beautiful new 
Church, but also a number of $100 gold 
certificates. On Sept. 29, Prof. E. H. 
Zaugg, of the Dept. of Religious Education 
at Heidelberg, delivered the Rally Day 
address. The attendance was 301. Offer- 
ing, $584.90. At the October Communion 
6 adults were added—making 45 acces- 
sions to the Church since the new Church 
was dedicated. 


In St. James Church, West Reading, Pa., 
Rey. J. B. Landis, pastor, Holy Communion 
services were held Oct. 13. A catechetical 
class will be organized during November. 
Mid-week services, conducted by the pas- 
tor, were started Oct. 23. 3 new members 
have been received. About 275 attended 
a roast beef dinner held under the au- 
spices of the S. S. Board, on Oct. 17. A 
Hallowe’en party was planned for Oct. 29. 
The choir of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Reading, under the direction of its leader 
and organist, Dr. Earl Reifsnyder, rendered 
a joint choir and organ recital in St. James 
Chureh Oct, 24. 


In Grace Church, Eden, Pa., Rev. Walter 
C. Pugh, pastor, Oct. 3 was Rally Day. 
Special music was rendered by the 8S. S. 
orchestra and the male chorus. The 8. S. 
enrollment is 134 but at this service 165 
were present. Special offering for pipe 
organ fund, $234.50. Total offerings for 
the day, $324.40. Holy Communion was 
observed Oct. 20. It is hoped to have the 
organ installed in time to be dedicated 
Nov. 17, when a special program has been 
prepared. Dr. George W. Richards will 
preach in the morning; in the afternoon 
the S. S. will have a special program with 
Rey. Thomas W. Rhoads, a former pastor, 
as the speaker. In the evening, the choir 
will have a musical program. 


Mrs. Chas. E. Creitz, of St. Paul’s 
Church, Reading, Pennsylvania, is the 
speaker at the Chureh service con- 


ducted by the W. M. S. of St. Mark’s 
Church, Rev. G. R. Poetter, pastor, Sunday 
evening, Nov. 3. On Nov. 17 the 38th 
anniversary of St. Mark’s will be held, 
with sermons by the President of General 
Synod, Dr. Chas. E. Schaeffer. The Every 
Member Canvass will be conducted in No- 
vember. The apportionment for St. 
Mark’s is $6,064. At Young People’s Ser- 
vice on Oct. 27, the speaker was Judge 
E. S. Richardson, and C. B. F. Deppen 
assisted the pastor in the service. 


At a special congregational meeting of 
Grace Church, Allentown, Pa., held Sept. 
29, Rev. Franklin PD. Slifer, for the past 
4 years pastor of the Mahoning Charge, 
was unanimously elected as pastor to suc- 
ceed Rey. Ralph S. Weiler who, on Sept. 1, 
gave up his work there after 6 years, to 
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answer a call to Grace Church, Jeannette. 


Dr. Charles H. Rominger, of Cedar Crest 
College, ably filled the pulpit during the 
absence of a regular pastor. Harvest Home 
services were held Sept. 15. Prof. John A. 
Tallmadge, of Cedar Crest College, occu- 
pied the pulpit in the morning, and Dr. 
Rominger in the evening. 

In the United Church, Baltimore, Md., 
Rev. Melville Hugh Way, pastor, Holy 
Communion was observed Oct. 13. On 
Thursday, Oct. 31, Reformation Day, the 
pastor and members of the choir are fur 
nishing the program for the Baltimore 
Federation of Churches Radio Service, 
broadcasting from 7.30-8 P. M. from Sta- 
tion WFBR. Armistice Sunday will be 
fittingly observed at the morning service 
on Noy. 10 and the Home Mission Day 
service will be held in the evening. Har- 
vest Home service, Nov. 24. <A Thanks- 
giving Day service will be held Noy. 28 
at 10.30 A. M. 

In Trinity Church, Tulpehocken, Rev. 
Morgan A. Peters, pastor, annual Harvest 
Home services were conducted Sept. 8. 
Holy Communion was observed Oct. 6, and 
Rally Day, Oct. 13. All these services 
were very largely attended. The William- 
son Masonic Club of Womelsdorf, Pa., were 
the guests at the Church service of Oct. 
27. The pastor delivered a discourse on 
the theme, “Brotherly Kindness.” The class 
in Catechism will be organized Nov. 3. 
The Pennsylvania Historical Society at its 
September meeting granted the request 
of the pastor, and presented a Bronze 
Tablet to this historic old Church which 
now covers a history of 202 years from 
the time of the first Communion which 
was administered to 32 persons on Oct. 18, 
1727. 

A very pretty wedding took place at 
the Reformed Church parsonage in Evans 
City, Pa., on Saturday evening, Oct. 19, 
at 6 o’clock, when Dr. Kenneth H. Long, 
son of Rev. Dr. and Mrs. H. H. Long, 
was united in marriage to Miss Martha 
Rolland, of Phoenixville, Pa. Dr. Long 
officiated, using the ring ceremony of the 
Reformed Chureh. Mrs. Homer McEwen, 
sister of the groom, played the wedding 
march; Lois Marie McEwen acted as flower 
girl, and Homer McEwen, Jr., was the 
ring-bearer. Immediately following the 
ceremony a wedding dinner was served. 
The groom is a graduate from East 
Stroudsburg, Pa., Normal College, Class 
721; Ursinus College, ’24; and Temple Uni- 
versity in dentistry. The bride is a grad- 
uate of the Phoenixville high school and 
Norristown Business College, and held a 
position in the auditing department of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Co. Dr. and 
Mrs. Long left on Oct. 20 for their newly 
furnished home at 5565 Bridge St. and 
Miriam Rd., Philadelphia, where Dr. Long 
has opened offices for practice. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
e cro GOWNS 


Embroidered Pulpit 
Hangings, Bookmarkers, etc. 
Clerical Clothing 


COX SONS & VINING 
131-A_E. 23rd St., New York 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER Coty a Lebanon, Pa. 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY, N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 
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The following 22 Classes met for their 
fall meetings during the month of October: 
Eastern Pennsylvania, Lebanon, Philadel- 
phia,, Lancaster, West Susquehanna, 
Schuylkill, Central Ohio, East Ohio, North- 
east» Ohio, Northwest Ohio, Southwest 
Ohio, West Ohio, Westmoreland, St. Paul’s, 
Somerset, Maryland, North Carolina, Car- 
lisle, German Philadelphia, Fort Wayne, 
Chieago and Kentucky. 

Jn Calvary Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. F. 
H; Fisher, D.D., pastor, Harvest Home 
services were held Oct. 6. The altar and 
chancel were beautifully decorated with 
flowers, fruit and vegetables. The choir 
rendered special music appropriate to the 
season. Holy Communion was observed 
Oct. 20 at both morning and evening serv- 
ices. At the morning service 275 partook 
of the Sacramental Supper and in the eve- 
ning, 40. Offering, for home purposes, 
$434.51. ° 

The Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittee of one Classis writes: ‘‘If your 
congregation wishes to be credited with 
paying the Apportionment in full in the 
Minutes of Classis next year, seven- 
twelfths' of the amounts apportioned by 
Classis last May must be paid before Dee. 
31.’’ The Committee further urges ‘‘that 
congregations set dates when special offer- 
ings for missionary and benevolent work 
be taken to supplement the regular con- 
tributions. There is no time for delay.’’ 


The Classis of Philadelphia will give 
two Consistorial dinners this year as for- 
merly. The first will be in St. Andrew’s 
CGhureh, Snyder Avenue and 22nd Street, 
on Thursday evening, Noy. 7. The second 
will be in Trinity Church, Collegeville, Pa., 
on Thursday evening, Noy. 14. The speak- 
ers at both of these dinners will be Rev. 
Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., and Elder Frank 
M. Cressman, of Allentown, Pa. We re- 
quest all of those interested in the Classis 
to make note of these dates and be pres- 
ent if at all possible. The charge will be 
the usual amount of $1 a plate. 

On Sunday evening, Oct. 20, 1929, the 
last of a series of services was held in 
Second Church, Lexington, N. C., Rev. 
A. Odell Leonard, pastor. Rev. H. A. Fes- 
perman, of Greensboro, N. C., was the 
evangelist for the series of splendid eve- 
ning meetings. As a result of the meet- 
ings, there are over 50 applications for 
Church membership in the hands of the 
pastor. After a course of instruction 
along lines of Church membership respon- 
sibility, those who expressed a desire to 
unite with the Church will be given the 
opportunity. Hundreds of people attended 
the services. The capacity of the Church 
edifice was taxed at the different meetings. 


St. John’s congregation, Red Lion, Pa., 
Rey. Oliver K. Maurer, pastor, participated 
in the simultaneous Sunday School Rally 
of the town, held Oct. 20. It was a red 
letter day for St. John’s Sunday School. 
The attendance reached the high water 
mark of 642 and the offering amounted to 
$301. A Rally Chureh service was held 
in the evening, at which time the audi- 
torium was packed to its utmost capacity. 
St. John’s congregation has the honor of 
having had more confirmations during the 
last year than any other congregation in 
Potomae Synod. 


The first celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion of the Lord’s Supper in the newly 
finished Zion Church, New Providence, Pa., 
Rev. Harry E. Shepardson, pastor, was 
held Oct. 20. The pastor was assisted by 
the officers of Lancaster Classis. The pas- 
toral prayer was by Rev. A. H. Groff, of 
Quarryville; Seripture lesson by Dr. J. H. 
Pannebecker, of Columbia, and Rev. David 
Dunn, of Harrisburg, president of Classis, 
delivered the sermon based upon the words 
of Jesus, ‘*Upon this rock I will build My 
Chureh.’? Rev. D. G. Glass, of Faith, 
Laneaster, consecrated the elements. The 
thanksgiving prayer was offered hy Rev. 
David Scheirer, of Willow Street. 
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Dr. Wm. H. Matthews, general secretary 
of the American Tract Society, announces 
that the society has just presented the 
freshman class at West Point Military 
Academy with 417 beautiful Bibles, each 
stamped in gold with the name of the 
cadet. These Bibles are used in the Eng- 
lish department and are studied under the 
direction of Lieut. Col. Wheat, formerly 
chaplain of the Academy. For 55 years the 
society has presented Bibles to the gradu- 
ating class; but during the last 3 years, 
it has made a double presentation of Bibles 
to the freshman and sophomore class for 
study of the Bible as English, and also 
to the graduating class. This presenta- 
tion is made possible by a New York 
friend of the society, in memory of her 
father and mother. 

Elder John H. Nicodemus, of St. John’s 
Church, Martinsburg, Pa., reached the 
grand age of 90 years on Oct. 20. Mr. 
Nicodemus is the genial and efficient treas- 
urer of the congregation. He prides him- 
self in being able not only to pay his 
pastor up to date but in being able to pay 
the ‘‘Apportionment in full.’’ He is an 
interested reader of the ‘‘Messenger’’ and 
thereby keeps in touch with the Chureh-at- 
large. He helped haul and unload the 
bricks made on his father’s farm for the 
present Church home of the congregation, 
in 1858. He was happy to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of St. John’s, in June, 
1929. He is not dismayed with the present 
young generation but has confidence in 
them and believes the world of today is 
better than that of yesterday. 


The United Reformed Church of St. Luke 
and St. John, Baltimore, Md., Rev. Mel- 
ville Hugh Way, pastor, is rejoicing now 
in a debt-free building. The sale of the 
St. John’s building has been finally con- 
summated and the last payment, in the 
sum of $10,000 has been made to the 
Board of Home Missions on the debt of 
the St. Luke’s Chureh. A _ balance of 
something over $5,000 remains in the 
United Church treasury, which is being 
kept as a ‘‘nest-egg’’ for a future addi- 
tion to the building. Two guest preachers 
were heard on Oct. 27, Rev. George F. 
Harvey, Religious Work Director of the 
Central Baltimore Y. M. C. A., in the 
morning, and Rey. C. Talmage King, a 
former pastor of Trinity Church, Balti- 
more, in the evening. 


In St. John’s Church, St. Johns, Pa., 
Rev. T. C. Hesson, pastor, a very success- 
ful Rally Day service was held Oct. 20. 
The program called for a continuous sery- 
ice from 9 to 11 A. M. Mrs. Walter Ben- 
ninger’s class won a Reformed Chureh 
pennant for having the largest percentage 
of members present. The Children’s de- 
partment, Mrs. T. C. Hesson, supt., pre- 
sented the Sunday School with a S. S. 
Register, besides supplying one number in 
the program. Mr. D. L. Smith, supt. of 
the St. John’s Lutheran S. 8., brought 
greetings and a very fine address was made 
by Elder Fred W. Diehl, of Danville. All 
in all it was the best Rally Day service 
since the present pastor took charge. The 
next thing on the program is the annual 
Hallowe’en Social, Oct. 31. This is always 
looked forward to as a very pleasant all- 
Church night. 


Evangelist ‘‘Mel’’ Trotter will be the 
preacher at the Union Evangelistic serv- 
ices to be held by 7 co-operating Tioga 
Churches from Noy. 3 to Nov. 17. Trinity 
Church, Rev. Purd E. Deitz, pastor, is in 
this movement with 2 Baptist, 2 Methodist 
and 2 Presbyterian congregations, and the 
hope is that great results will come from 
this series of meetings and the week of 
Visitation Evangelism which will follow. 
Mr. Hower Hammontree has been secured 
to lead the singing and to direct the chorus 
choir. Full preparation for the meetings 
includes two series of cottage prayer meet- 
ings, a union preparatory prayer meeting 
and a complete house-to-house invitation 
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canvass of the neighborhood, as well as 
various publicity features. The two weeks’ 
meetings will be held in the Tioga Presby- 
terian Church at 16th and Tioga Sts., with 
an auditorium holding 1,200, 

At Marion, Pa., Rev. J. C. Sanders, pas- 
tor, the work for the new year has started 
off very encouragingly. The Harvest 
Home services were marked by large at- 
tendances, beautiful decorations and lib- 
eral offerings. The special offering at 
Marion, the largest of the present pastor- 
ate for this service, was applied to the 
quota for Ministerial Sustentation. Dr. 
Meminger delivered the Rally Day ad- 
dress at the Heidelberg S. S. Rally and 
presented the claims for Ministerial Relief 
at the service of worship 2 weeks earlier. 
299 members and friends participated in 
the autumn Communions of the 2 Churches. 
85 men from the charge attended the mass 
meeting of Mercersburg Classis held at 
Waynesboro. The pastor is teaching a 
class of 21 in Teacher Training at Grind- 
stone Hill, which is made up of members 
of the Reformed, Lutheran and United 
Brethren Churches, 

In Grace Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph J. Harrity, pastor, fall work is well 
under way and work progressing with 
Rally Day, Sept. 29, when a good program 
Was given to a large congregation; Har- 
vest Home Services, Sept. 15, when an 
offering of $159, over and above regular 
contributions, was laid on the altar. Fall 
Communion was observed Oct. 13. On Oct. 
19 the Deacons’ organization arranged for 
an automobile run to Bedford and return, 
to friends and members of the congrega- 
tion who enjoyed the beauties of nature 
when mountains are a riot of color. This — 
past month Grace Church has sustained 
heavy losses through removals and death 
of 4 faithful members, Mrs. Joshua Schue- 
ker, Mrs. J. Hileman Crist, Mr. David Kerr 
and Mrs. Samuel Sprankle. Rev. Mr. Har- 
rity and family have been in Altoona just 
2 months and in this time pastor and peo- 
ple are working together for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom. On Oct, 13 the 
evening service enjoyed the voluntary choir 
of 25 male voices. Rev. Mr. Harrity is 
preaching a series of sermons on the gen- 
eral subject,. ‘The Chureh and _ the 
World.’ 

On Oct. 6 Rally Day was observed in the 
Sunday School of Christ Church, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., Rev. W. H. Bollman, pastor. The 
Main School speaker was Dr. Chas. H. 
Rominger, a member of Cedar Crest Col- 
lege faculty. At the same service honor 
was given to Mrs. Flora Sellers Jones who, 
this fall, closed 50 years of active service 
as a 8. 8. teacher. <A gift was presented 
and her splendid service publicly recalled 
in a short and touching address by’ the 
pastor. At the morning service the pastor 
preached a special sermon appropriate to 
Rally Day. At the evening service the 
helpful and popular ‘‘Query Hour’’ was 
resumed, having been discontinued during 
August and September. These interesting 
services are held on the first Sunday eve- 
ning of each month. <A Congregational 
Birthday Social, under the auspices of the 
Truth Seekers Bible Class, was held on 
Thursday evening, Oct. 10. A novel enter- 
tainment, games, and refreshments served 
to make an interesting evening for the 
members and friends of the Church fam- 
ily. Holy Communion was celebrated on 
Oct. 20. Exactly 100 more communed than 
did a year ago. 7 new members were re- 
ceived at the morning service. 


In honor of the recent election of Mr. 
Harry E. Paisley, general superintendent 
of Trinity Bible School, Phila., Pa., to be 
president of the Pennsylvania State Sab- 
bath School Association, a banner attend- 
ance was worked up for Sunday afternoon, 
Oct. 20. It was kept a secret from Mr. 
Paisley and promoted through the various 
classes and departments as a tribute to a 
great leader thus signally honored. Fol- 
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lowing immediately after a well-attended 
Harvest Home service on Oct. 18, it was 
a delight to the superintendent’s heart to 
find an attendance of 740. During the 
service the pastor, Rev. Paul FE. Deitz, 
“took over the reins’? and ealled upon 
Dr. Conrad A. Hauser, representing the 
Board of Christian Edueation, and Mr. 
Allan Sutherland, representing the Execu- 
tive Board of the State Association, who 
spoke briefly upon the significance of the 
occasion as well as paying tribute to Mr. 
Paisley. Then Mr. W. C. Whartenby and 
Dr. C. O. Althouse pledged the co-operation 
of the Trinity School and Church, follow- 
ing which the entire school rose to pledge 
their loyal support. In accepting the elec- 
tion, Mr. Paisley stands in line of sue- 
cession to H. J. Heinz, of Pittsburgh; 
John Wanamaker, of Philadelphia, and 
Perey L. Craig, of New Castle. 

Oct. 27 was annual Cash Rally Day in 
St. John’s Chureh, Johnstown, Pa., Dr. J. 
TTarvey Mickley, pastor, and it was a joy- 
ous oceasion for pastor and people. It 
was an inspiring sight to see the members 
and friends of St. John’s, young and old, 
come forward and lay their gifts on the 
old altar, which had been salvaged from 
the Johnstown flood. The congregation 
is raising a fund for the erection of a 
modern educational building, and the gifts 
of the day totalled over $4,000. About 
$16,000 is now in hand for this forward 
movement of this loyal congregation and 
its faithful leader, who ean always he 
counted upon to do their full share in the 
varied kingdom enterprises. The preach- 
er of the day was Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 
Editor of the ‘‘Messenger,’’? and the Rev. 
Frank Wetzel of Akron, O., also took part. 
The choir rendered excellent music. 

In First Church, Toledo, O., Rev. Joseph 
H. Stein, pastor, the teachers, officers and 
assistants in Church School work for the 
year were announced recently and the en- 
tire list published in the Toledo papers. 
The officers of the Chureh School are: 
Miss Doda Kuntz, supt.; Miss Elizabeth 
Jakesy, secretary; Miss Lulu Meissner, as- 
sistant secretary; Fred W. Mau, treasurer; 
C. C. Minneker and Miss Rose Dischinger, 
office helpers. The departmental supts. 
are: Beginners, Miss Julia Jakesy; Pri- 
mary, Miss Gertrude Kocher; Junior, Rich- 
ard Hildebrandt; Intermediate, Rev. Jos- 
eph H. Stein; Young People’s, Miss Flo 
Henzler; in the adult dept., Mrs. A. Sin- 
ning and Mrs. Fred Heidrich will serve as 
teachers. Leon Idoine is leader of music 
and singing. Holy Communion was cele- 
brated Oct. 27. 


Rally Day was observed Sept. 27 in 
Trinity Church, East Petersburg, Pa., Rev. 
Walter C. Pugh, pastor. Supt. W. O. Coke 
had planned a very interesting program 
for the Sunday School. Special offering 
for the Improvement Fund, $68. New con- 
crete walk and steps have been placed in 
front of the Church, and a new fence is 
being erected around the cemetery. Fall 
Communion service Oct. 13 was well at- 
tended. Rev. Rufus C. Zartmann, D.D., is 
conducting a week of evangelistic services 
Oct. 27-Nov. 3. Plans have been made to 
make this a very successful week. At the 
Lancaster Fair this summer, the Ladies’ 
Mite Society had a refreshment stand and 
cleared $450, which was given toward the 
debt on the parsonage. 


St. Paul’s Church, Summit Hill, Pa., 
Rev. Edgar W. Kohler, pastor, observed 
Harvest Home Sept. 15, with very gratify- 
ing results. The decorations were abund- 
ant, varied and very tastefully arranged. 
Promotion Day was held on Sept. 29, when 
all pupils passing out of the various de- 
partments were presented with beautiful 
certificates. Five young people were grad- 
uated from the Teacher Training Dept. 
Special Offering, $300. Rally Day, Oct. 6. 
An address was delivered by Prof. Frank 
Hartman, of the faculty of the Lansford 
High School. Holy Communion on Oct. 
13 was large. The Church debt has heen 


reduced from $27,000 to $7,500. The teach- 
ers in the Chureh School are studying ‘‘The 
Training of Children in Religion,’’ by 
George Hodges, at the regular conferences 
for the teachers of the Chureh School. The 
Junior Choir under the training and lead- 
ership of Mrs. Kohler, is rendering very 
acceptable service for the Junior congrega- 
tion. A regional Consistorial Conference of 
Lehigh Classis will be held here on Nov. 
15. The choir of St. Paul’s will in the 
near future render a concert of unusual 
merit under the very capable leadership 
of Prof. W. J. Rose. 


In St. Paul’s congregation, Pottstown, 
Pa., Rev. W. E. Horstmeier, pastor, Har- 
vest Home was observed Sept. 15. Through- 
out the day the services were well at- 
tended and the offerings liberal. Emblems 
of the field and garden aided materially 
in emphasizing the truth of God’s abund- 
ant benefits. Holy Communion was eele- 
brated Sept. 29. Rally Day in the §. S. 
on Oct. 13 was the occasion of a new 
high record in attendance. At the close of 
the service, the pastor, with his hand upon 
the Bible as a significant basis for all 
loyalty, had the entire assembly form 
a ‘‘chain of loyalty’’ and sing ‘‘Stand 
Up, Stand Up, for Jesus.’’ Several chil- 
dren were baptized and 2 adults were 
reccived into membership. The primary 
dept., of which Mrs. Horstmeier has been 
supt. for the past 2 years, had 62 present 
out of an enrollment of 65; those absent 
being ill; 23 have a perfect attendance 
record. Mr. Jacob Schell, S. S. secretary, 
has an unbroken attendance record for 19 
years. St. John’s Hill Church, of the 
same Charge, on Aug. 28 observed Har- 
vest Home. Being a beautiful day, many 
gathered for the service. The altar was 
surmounted by a wonderful display of 
good things, which, after the service, was 
given to the pastor and his family. Offer- 
ing for benevolence was liberal. Holy 
Communion was observed Oct. 6 and 20. 
Attendance was large and offerings liberal. 


The summer and fall program of the 
Beaver Charge, Monroe, Pa., of which Rev. 
I. G. Snyder is pastor, has been full of 
activity, and has consummated in a num- 
ber of special services. In September a 
special day was observed for the consecra- 
tion of the new paper coinage on which 
occasion the St. Paul’s congregation con- 
tributed $43 and St. Mark’s $39 towards 
the Foreign Mission Board’s Emergency 
Fund. At St. Mark’s, Holy Communion 
was celebrated Sept. 29, at which time a 
class of 11 catecheumans were confirmed, 
and at St. Paul’s Oct. 6, when 9 were con- 
firmed and 1 was added by letter. Har- 
vest services were held in both congrega- 
tions of the Charge Sunday, Oct. 13, at 
which services the usual offering for Min- 
isterial Relief was received. At St. Paul’s, 
a class in Leadership Training has been 
conducted during the summer; 11 mem- 
bers of the class have just completed and 
taken the examination on the second unit 
in the course. The class is now being re- 
organized, with some new members added 
to begin the next unit, on the Old Testa- 
ment. The Proposed Goal for Rural 
Churches is being used in this congrega- 
tion as a project, and is creating consider- 
able interest, especially on the part of 
those who have been taking the Leader- 
ship Training course. 


In Central Chureh, Dayton, O., Rev. 
Walter W. Rowe, pastor, promotion exer- 
cises were held by the Chureh School on 
Sept. 29. A very interesting program was 
rendered by the children of the various 
departments. One of the outstanding fea- 
tures in the Church School at present is 
the new Junior Program that is being con- 
ducted from 9.15 A. M. until 11.45 A. M. 
Much interest is being manifested in this 
work. Rally Day was held on Oct. 6, with 
a large attendance at all services. The 
Young People’s Service in the evening was 
addressed by Rev. Charles A. Warner, who 
recently came to Dayton as the Religious 
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Work Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. Mr. 
and Mrs. Warner have identified them- 
selves with the work in Central Church. 
On Oct. 13 Holy Communion was observed 
at both the morning and evening services, 
with a large number communiing. On Oct. 
20 the Church was beautifully decorated 
for the Annual Harvest Home services. 
In the evening the pulpit was filled by 
Rev. E. E. Young, associate minister, in 
the absence of Dr. Rowe. The Annual 
Ingathering Tea conducted by the women 
of the Chureh was held on Oct. 23. This 
event is always looked forward to with 
great pleasure as an important social ocea- 
sion for the women of the Church. Impor- 
tant events ahead are: Home Mission Day, 
Father and Son Banquet, the Thank Offer- 
ing Service by the various Missionary 
organizations, and the Annual Bazaar on 
Dec. 5. The Pentecostal program of the 
Church is receiving due recognition. 


The new modern equipment in the pri- 
mary department of the Sunday School of 
St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., was dedi- 
cated by the pastor, Rev. Gustav R. Poet- 
ter, on Sunday morning, Sept. 20. Mrs. 
Raymond ©. Wilson and Miss Estella Hain 
are the acting superintendents. The 
junior and intermediate departments have 
been rearranged likewise with new equip- 
ment, under the directions of Superintend- 
ents J. LeRoy Sloat and Ray E. Godshall, 
respectively. On Sunday morning, Oct. 6, 
the 8. S. Rally was held under direction of 
C. R. Krick, I. J. Zinn and G. S. Fisher, 
general superintendents. The Pennsyl- 
vania Pageant made a splendid impres- 
sion, and E. W. MeSparron, of Calvary 
Chureh, delivered the address. The Rev. 
John B. Noss, Ph.D., Franklin and Mar- 
shall College, conducted the preparatory 
service at night and preached the sermon, 
‘‘The Nature of Christian Preparation,’’ 
1 Timothy 4:15, in the absence of the pas- 
tor who assisted Rev. J. L. Barnhart, D.D., 
Christ Church, Baltimore, a former parish 
of Rev. Mr. Poetter. One of the largest 
celebrations of the Holy Communion of the 
TLord’s Supper in the pews was held Oct. 
13, when the pastor was assisted by 23 offi- 
cers. 868 communed. Fred R. Frantz, 
S. S. superintendent of St. John’s Church, 
Lebanon, was the guest superintendent 
of the Sunday School Oct. 18. Rey. Edwin 
H. Bookmyer, Philadelphia, presented the 
cause of the Pocket Testament League on 
Oct. 20. At night ‘‘Light’s Golden Ju- 
bilee’’ was discussed, in part, by the pas- 
tor. Former Judge Edgar §S. Richardson 
delivered the address at Young People’s 
Day, Sunday night, Oct. 27. The Con- 
sistory decided unanimously to resume the 
publication of the weekly Church bulletin 
at the request of the members and friends 
who missed the calendar. 


RECORDS THAT COUNT 


Under the above heading the Lancaster, 
Pa., ‘‘New Hra’’ contains an editorial 
which shows a finer appreciation of a 
very important institution than is usually 
accorded to it in secular journals. It is 
worth reading and is as follows: 

“(Week after week the Lancaster news- 
papers chronicle the activities of the many 
Churehes and Sunday Schools of this com- 
munity and we are glad to accord the space 
for this purpose inasmuch as these institu- 
tions are vital factors in the welfare and 
moral advancement of every section of city 
and county. And the remarkable fact that 
is being reflected in these reports is the 
steady growth in attendance. 


‘<Many of the Sunday Schools have on 
their enrollment books more than one thou- 
sand pupils and the attendance weekly is 
reported around that figure. What does 
this indicate? Is it simply a striving after 
large numbers or is it an honest endeavor 
to bring under the spiritual instruction of 
capable leaders the youth of the commu- 
nity? The repetition month after month 
of attendance records reveals the sincerity 
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of purpose of those who are in charge of 
these associations and demonstrates clear- 
ly that the actuating motive is service to 
Lancaster. 

‘“Tt has often been remarked that Lan- 
caster has many reasons for gratitude in 
that it is a law-abiding’ and thrifty com- 
munity. If one were to cite the reason 
for it, a tribute would have to be paid to 
the influence ot the Church and its ad- 
junct, the Sunday School. In every nook 
and corner of this country they are estab- 
lished. Their influence is growing yearly 
and the lessons taught are having their 
effect in continuing a God-fearing people 
and the promotion of spirituality. 

‘‘These Sunday Schools are distinct as- 
sets. They are accomplishing a task that 
makes for betterment. Allow them to de- 
cay or retrogress and insidious influences 
will prevail.’’ 


THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
LANCASTER, PA. 


I. The first semester, 1929-30, opened 
on Thursday, September 12, at 3 P. M. 
Dean DeLong delivered the address on 
‘“The Messianic Prophecies of Second 
[saiah and the Portrayal of Jesus in Early 
Christian Documents.’’ Thirty-two new 
students were enrolled—the largest addi- 
tion for thirty years. The total enrollment 
is sixty-one, which exceeds that of any 
year since the founding of the Seminary. 
The list of new students is as follows: 

Althouse, J. N., Marticville, Pa., F. and 
M., 1927, B.S.; Althouse, Ralph D., Boyer- 
town, Pa., F. and M., 1929, A.B.; Ash, 
Harold R., Lehighton, Pa., F. and M., 1929, 
A.B.; Aungst, F. C., New Holland, Pa., 
Lebanon Valley, 1925, A.B.; Barr, M. E., 
Mahanoy City, Pa., Ursinus Col., 1929, 
A.B.; .Brachman, C. L., Tamaqua, Pa., 
Ursinus Col., 1926, A.B.; Carpenter, H. R., 
Lenoir, N. C., Catawba Col., 1929, A.B.; 
Ceres, Zoltan, Budapest, Hungary, Ref. 
Theol. Sem., Budapest, 1929; Cooper, M. H., 
Pitcairn, Pa., F. and M., 1929, A.B.; Crist, 
T. A., York New Salem, Pa., F. and M., 
1929, A.B.; Deibler, W. E., Lebanon, Pa.; 
Ditzler, H. E., West Milton, Pa., Susque- 
hanna U., 1928, A.B.; Eroh, R. C., Laneas- 
ter, Pa., F. and M., 1929; Frazier, R. L., 
Julian, N..C.,. Catawba. Col, 1929, A.B; 
Fridinger, P. E., Lebanon, Pa.; Goodling, 
H. T., Altoona, Pa., Penn State (2 years); 
Hafer, H. F., Boyertown, Pa. F. and M.., 
1929, A.B.; Hoffman, B. J., Yorkanna, Pa.; 
Kovaes, Imre, Pancsyo, Jugoslavia, Ref. 
Theol. Sem., Kolsovar, 1928; Lerch, H. J., 
Allentown, Pa., Princeton U., 1928, A.B.; 
Lippy, J. E., Hanover, Pa., F..and M. (2 
years); Lutz, W. A., Kempton, Pa., F. and 
M., 1929, A.B.; Lytle, H. M., Perkiomen- 
ville, Pa., Ursinus Col., 1929, A.B.; Master, 
A. E., Emlenton, Pa.; Catawba Col.; May, 
M. A., Weissport, Pa., F. and M., 1929, 
A.B.; Moyer, G. J., Greensburg, Pa., Sus- 
quehanna U. (3% years); Pap, Bela, Buda- 
pest, Hungary, Ref. Theol. Sem. in Buda- 
pest, 1929; Schmoyer, P. E., Allentown, 
Pa., Ursinus Col., 1929, A.B.; Shontz, R. A., 
Shamokin, Pa., F. and M., 1925, B.S.; 
Smith, C. W., Johnstown, Pa., F. and M., 
1929, A.B.; Takagi, I. S., Tokyo, Japan, 
Meiji Gakuin Col. and Sem., 1923; Zweizig, 
C. R., Reading, Pa., F. and M., 1929, A.B. 

Il. The newly elected instructor of 
Religious Education, the Rev. Nevin C. 
Harner, B.D., S.T.M., has taken charge of 
his classes. He was given a cordial wel- 
come by faculty and students upon his 
return to his Alma Mater as a teacher. 
His work is highly appreciated by his 
classes. The Synods have taken a step in 
advance in adding a new instructor, who 
it is hoped will soon be a professor, to 
the teaching staff of the Seminary and 
also in providing for the very important 
department of Christian Education, in the 
principles and methods of which every 
minister ought to be trained. 

III. The Swander Lectures for 1929 
were delivered by Bishop Ladislaus 
Ravasz, Ph.D., Th.D., of Budapest, Hun- 


gary. Many Hungarian ministers and 
elders, not a few with their wives, were 
present at the lectures. The bishop had 
a series of social engagements and won 
many friends not only through his scholar- 
ly lectures but also through his genial and 
attractive personality. The fellowship be- 
tween the Hungarian congregations and 
the Reformed Church in the United States 
is a little closer for the bishop’s presence 
in this country and for his visits to the 
Academy, College and Seminary at Lan- 
caster. 

IV. The annual reception to students 
for the ministry in college was held on 
the evening of October 18 in the refectory. 
Students from Ursinus College as well as 
from Franklin and Marshall College were 
present. It was a privilege to welcome, 
also, Professor Tower of Ursinus College, 
who ranks high as a teacher of philosophy 
in this country. Three of the teachers of 
philosophy of Franklin and Marshall were 
also present: Professors Kresge, Dotterer 
and Noss. Philosophy is still ‘‘the hand- 
maid of theology.’’ 

The students were at their best in pre- 
paring and rendering a program of enter- 
taining stunts, in serving refreshments, 
and in hospitality generally. When one 
looked upon the fifty and more young men 
in our colleges, just as vigorous as those of 
past generations, who are looking toward 
the ministry, one could not help but take 
fresh courage for the future. 

V. On Monday evening, October 21, the 
students reopened, in a formal way, the 
lounge or social room in the dormitory. 
The students of their own initiative reno- 
vated and refurnished the room, placed a 
table with a rack for papers and periodi- 
cals in the center, and have made it a 
most comfortable and attractive place for 
social fellowship, for meetings of the So- 
ciety of Inquiry, and for entertainment 
of visiting parents and friends. The lounge 
bears the name of Fred Biesecker, Esq., 
of Somerset, Pa., vice-president of the 
3oard of Trustees of the Seminary. Dr. 
Bowman, during whose presidency the dor- 
mitory was built and who conceived the 
idea of the lounge, was present and deliv- 
ered an address in his usual happy mood 
and graceful manner, 

—G. W. R. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


The Pittsburgh Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the U. 8. met in Amity Church, 
Meyersdale, Pa., Oct. 7, 1929, at 7.30 P. M. 
Rev. Blanchard A. Black is pastor of 
Amity Church. Revs. H. L. Krause and 
Albert E. Truxal, D.D., led the devotional 
services, The opening sermon was preached 
by Rev. George L. Roth, D.D., president, 
on the theme, ‘‘A Head Bowed Down.’’ 
Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, president of Gen- 
eral Synod, delivered an address. The 
Synod was welcomed by Elder D. W. Gress, 
burgess of Meyersdale. 

The following were elected to office: 
Rey. Frederick C. Seitz, D.D., president; 
Rev. H. A. Robb, Export Pa., vice-presi- 
dent; Rev. J. Harvey Mickley, D.D., 
Johnstown, Pa., stated clerk; Rev. W. A. 
Settlage, Cochranton, Pa., treasurer; Rev. 
George L. Moorhead, Rockwood, Pa., cor- 
responding secretary; Rev. Albert B. Bau- 
man, D.D., Johnstown, Pa., roll clerk. 

The following addressed Synod in the 
interest of the various causes of the 
Church: Rey. Robert J. Pilgram, Dr. Joseph 
H. Apple, Rev. Milton Whitener, Dr. H. J. 
Benchoff, Dr. Cruea, Dr. C. E. Schaeffer, 
Dr. William H. DeLong, Dr. James M. 
Mullan, Dr. A. B. Bauman, Dr. A. V. Cas- 
selman and Dr, Paul S. Leinbach. Addresses 
were also made by Dr. E. S. Bromer and 
Dr. George W. Richards. 

The Synod acted favorably on the items 
from the Minutes of General Synod; ap- 
proved of closing the year December 31st, 
and the payment of the seven-twelfths of 
the Apportionment and ordered the treas- 
urer to pay the Contingent of General 
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Synod for the Classical year 1929-30, by 
December 31. 

The Synod gratefully acknowledged the 
gift of $50,000 by Miss Amelia E. Ra- 
hauser to the Theological Seminary and 
appointed the officers, with Dr. H. D. Dar- 
baker, to extend to her, in person, its 
appreciation. It also commended the gen- 
erous gift of Dr. and Mrs. Heilman. 

The cause of Missions at home and 
abroad was commended and the critical 
situation in China and the emergency ex- 
pense in connection with return of mis- 
sionaries and renovation of missions was 
presented, 

Owing to a material increase in the 
number of students receiving beneficiary 
aid and the failure to pay the full Appor- 
tionment, the Board was compelled to bor- 
row money. The Synod apportioned 
$6,000 for the ensuing year and limited 
the trustees to a loan of $1,000. 

The 1900th anniversary of Pentecost 
with the program, was adopted and re- 
ferred to the Classes. The cause of Min- 
isterial Relief and the completion of the 
Sustentation Fund was heartily commended 
as was the program of the Board of Chris- 
tian Education. 

Four of the members of Synod entered 
into the rest that remaineth to the saints 
of God during the year: Samuel Horvath, 
Samuel H. Dietzel, Ph.D.; Samuel H. Isen- 
berg, Ph.D., and Hiram King, D.D. 

The following were elected to member- 
ship on Boards, etc.: Trustee of Synod, 
Rev. W. A. Settlage; Directors of St. 
Paul’s Orphans’ and Old Folks’ Home: 
Rey. J. J. Gilbert and W. M. Diefenderfer, 
and Senator John E. Kunkle; Board of 
Beneficiary Education: Revs. W. F. Gin- . 
der, R. E. Hartman and Julius Melegh; 
Visitor to the Theological Seminary: Rey. 
W. C. Sykes, D.D.; Directors of Hood Col- 
lege: Rev. Eugene P. Skyles, D.D., and 
Elder J. B. Schrock; Anti-Saloon League: 
Revs. W. H. Snyder and J. H. String, D.D. 

The following was unanimously adopted 
and sent down to the Classes: ‘‘It seems 
to be the sense of the members of Synod 
that we have had a very profitable and 
helpful meeting. The different causes of 
the Kingdom work have been ably pre- 
sented. We have been specifically and 
earnestly challenged to support them. 

‘‘We believe the reaction on the mem- 
bers of Synod has been very favorable for 
the further prosecution of our work, The 
inspirational addresses at the evening ses- 
sions as well as on the floor of Synod have 
challenged us to a more sincere consecra- 
tion of ourselves to our tasks. 

‘Tn view of the foregoing, we feel that 
we should solemnly resolve to accept fully 
the program laid out for the Kingdom 
Work. That we will work in harmony with 
the plans of the Boards, Institutions and 
agencies of our Church, so as to make them 
more efficient in their work. We pledge 
ourselves to raise the full Apportionment 
and to make our payments monthly, accord- 
ing to the request of General Synod.’’ 

The Synod will meet October 6, 1930, at 
7.30 P. M., in St. Paul’s Reformed Church, | 
Meadville, Pa. 

Statistics: 139 ministers; 134 charges; 
188 congregations; confirmed, 1,444; re- 
newal of faith, 548; by letter, 423; dis- 
missed, 786; deaths, 612; erasures, 1,834; 
present membership, 31,624; decrease in 
membership, 751; infant baptisms, 1,371; 
students for the ministry, 19; Sunday 
School scholars, 30,209, an increase of 425; 
contributions: home missions, $36,520; for- 
eign missions, $41,106; education, $19,454; 
ministerial relief, $12,293; orphans’ homes, 
$33,368; other benevolences, $17,153; econ- 
gregational purposes, $558,300. 


THE BIG PARADE 
The Big Parade began on February 8, 
1926. Day after day hundreds of people 
joined the Big Parade for Ministerial Re- 


— lief, until about 120,000 persons had fallen — 


into line by the middle of February, 192 
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This great number of people represented 
500 congregations, who promised to pay 
about $600,000 toward the completion of 
the Ministerial Relief Sustentation Fund, 

On May 25, 1926, the members of 523 
congregations had fallen into line and 
promised to pay $625,000 toward the eom- 
pletion of the Sustentation Fund; and by 
the end of 1926 the members of 551 con- 
gregation had fallen into line and had 
promised to pay $656,000, of which they 
had paid $112,470.89, 

On June 21, 1927, the members of 801 
congregations had fallen into line, had 
promised to pay $858,000, and had actually 
paid $164,370.46; and by the end of 1927 
the members of 854 congregations had 
fallen into line, had promised to pay $901,- 
000, and had paid $192,791.81. 

On June 20, 1928, the members of 900 
congregations had fallen into line, had 
promised to pay $955,000, and had paid 
$229,278.19; and by the end of 1928 the 
members of 966 congregations had fallen 
into line, had promised to pay $1,024,000, 
and had paid $256,811.51. 

Today about 225,000 of our 355,000 
Church members have fallen into the ranks 
of the Big Parade for Ministerial Relief. 
This great army of Church members repre- 
sents over 1,000 congregations, which have 
promised considerably over $1,000,000 to- 
ward the completion of the Ministerial Re- 
lief Sustentation Fund, and have paid in- 
to the treasury of the Board of Ministerial 
Relief nearly $315,000. 

The day is not far distant when we be- 
lieve that every member of our dear old 
Reformed Church will be marching in the 
ranks of the Big Parade for Ministerial 
Relief, and will subscribe the entire $1,- 
328,550 still needed to complete the Sus- 
tentation Fund, and will pay their sub- 
scriptions within the period of a few years. 
The future outlook for the completion of 
the Sustentation Fund is very auspicious. 


—Eugene L. McLean. 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE EVOLUTION OF LIGHT 


Text: Mark 8:25, ‘‘Then again He laid 
His hands upon his eyes; and he looked 
steadfastly, and was restored, and saw all 
things clearly.’’ 


The subject of light has been before the 
world a great deal during the past few 
weeks on account of the Golden Jubilee 
of Edison’s invention of the incandescent 
light. In our schools and Churches and 
other meetings much has been said about 
light and its blessings. Many spiritual 
lessons were drawn from the subject of 
light, and minds and hearts have been 
illuminated. 


It seems wonderful that within a single 
lifetime more progress should have been 
made in the evolution of light than in 
many centuries before that time. The 
word ‘‘evolution’’ is a good word, and 
expresses better what I want to say than 
any other word. It comes from the Latin 
and means ‘‘to roll out,’? ‘‘to unfold,’’ 
‘‘to develop.’’? The progress which has 
been made in the different ways of mak- 


DEDICATION OF THE WM. H. BERGER 
MEMORIAL HOME FOR THE AGED 


(See Cut on Cover Page) 


The Wm. H. Berger Memorial Home for 
the Aged, located in Wyncote, Pa., was 
solemnly and impressively dedicated to 
the high Christian purpose for which it 
was given on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 
19. The service was in charge of the Rev. 
Maurice Samson, D.D., president of the 
Board of Managers, who also dedicated the 
buildings, 

It was a day never to be forgotten by 
all those who were present. The weather 
was perfect. Nature had painted the foli- 
age in beautiful colors. The audience was 
a capacity one, filling the auditorium and 
the Sunday School room of the Calvary 
Presbyterian Church, The program was a 
strong one; the addresses by Rev. Paul 8. 
Leinbach, D.D., J. Warren May, George 
B. Geiser, Wm. H. Berger and Harry E. 
Paisley were helpful and inspiring. The 
music by the mixed quartette of Mount 
Hermon Reformed Church was very much 
enjoyed by all. 

It was a very great pleasure to have 
Mr. and Mrs, Wm. H. Berger with us on 
this ever memorable and historic day. They 
repeatedly told us of the great joy they 
have had in the gift of their property 
which has made this Home a possibility. 
They expressed their satisfaction with the 
changes and alterations made in the prop- 
erty so that they would be the better 
adapted to their new purpose. 


The visitors spoke words of warm com- 
mendation of the location, the beautiful 
buildings, and the excellent taste displayed 
in the furnishings, so substantial, so pleas- 
ing and comfortable. One visitor who has 
traveled extensively said: ‘‘It is the finest 
of its kind in the United States.’’ 


Nine guests were received into the Home 
on Wednesday morning, Oct. 16, and you 
will be compelled to travel far and wide 
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SAINT PAUL 


By Emile Baumann 


Translated from the French by 
Kenneth Burke 


What the Italian Papini did in his 
life of Christ, a devout French 
writer now does, in considerable 
measure, for the figure of the great 
Apostle. Less a critical study than 
a glowing rhapsody, this volume 
derives its merit not from adding 
anything new to our knowledge of 
St. Paul, but from revealing to us 
how profoundly he can still affect 
the imagination of one who exposes 
himself without reservation to the 
New Testament story. 

316 Prices $3.50 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the 
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pages. 


to find a happier and a more contented 
group of people. The atmosphere of the 
Home is emphatically Christian. 


Thus have we started another important 
line of Christian service. It has already 
called forth new and hitherto unused en- 
ergy for suffering humankind. It will prove 
to be a blessing to all those who will be- 
come guests of the Home as it will to all 
those who have a share in its maintenance. 
Thus it will be a double blessing. We can 
see hundreds of people made stronger and 
better Christians through it. ‘‘It will 
bind the congregations of Classis closer 
together than ever.’’ We are glad to have 
a part in this ministry of love and mercy. 


—Charles B. Alspach. 
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ing and using light has been a real evolu- 
tion, an unfolding. 

When God said, ‘‘Let there be light,’’ 
He made light perfect. The sun has been 
shining for millions of years and is a per- 
fect light today. The same stars shine 
over us that shone upon Abraham when 
Jehovah said to him that He would mul- 
tiply his seed as the stars of the heavens. 
The same kind of lightning flashes in the 
sky today as that which Moses saw on the 
mountain centuries ago. 

But when it comes to the making and 
using of light by man we find that he 
had to grope and feel his way from one 
discovery and invention to another. The 
story of the evolution of light is almost 
like the miracle which Jesus wrought upon 
the blind man. St. Mark tells us the story 
briefly but graphically in the eighth ehap- 
ter of his Gospel. ‘And they come unto 
3ethsaida. And they bring to Him a blind 
man, and heseech Him to touch him. And 
He took hold of the blind man by the 
hand, and brought him out of the village; 
and when He had spit on his eyes, and 
laid His hands upon him, He asked him, 
‘Seest thou aught?’ And he looked up and 
said, ‘I see men; for I behold them as 
trees, walking.’ Then again He laid His 
hands upon his eyes; and he looked stead- 
fastly, and was restored, and saw all things 
clearly.’’ 

That is one of the best illustrations of 


the evolution of light that I know of. And 
the discovery and invention of light by 
man have been much like it. Among the 
many displays in connection with the cele- 
bration of Light’s Golden Jubilee have 
been a showing of the different kinds of 
lights used from the cave man down to 
the present time. 


When the Esquimaux used their sput- 
tering whale-oil lamp with its wick made 
of moss, they were not much better off 
than the man who saw men ‘‘as trees, 
walking.’’?’ The lamps used by the ten 
virgins in our Saviour’s parable were a 
very primitive kind of light and did not 
afford much illumination, 


In my boyhood days fat lamps, much 
on the order of the lamps carried by the 
ten virgins, were still in use. Many a 
time did I hold such a lamp for my father 
and grandfather as they worked in the 
evening. These lamps were fillled with 
lard and had a wiek which burned with a 
faint and flickering flame. And it was 
about that time that Edison made his 
wonderful invention of the incandescent 
light, fifty years ago. But it was a good 
many years after his invention until I 
had the benefit of his wonderful blessing. 

Tallow candles were also much in use 
in my boyhood days, and I am familiar 
with the whole process of making these 
candles from the first step, the preparation 
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of the mold with the wicks which had to 
be tied in knots at one end and suspended 
on rods at the other; then came the melt- 
ing of the tallow, and the pouring of it 
into the molds; then they were set away 
to cool; then the knots were cut off at the 
end, and the hardened candles were lifted 
out of the mold; then a candle was placed 
into a candlestick and was ready to light. 
Many a time did I use the old-fashioned 
snuffers to trim the wick that it might 
burn more brightly, or to extinguish the 
light. 

We sometimes get an idea what kind of 
lights our forefathers had to be contented 
with when something goes wrong with the 
electric light plant and the home or Church 
is in utter darkness and we have to rum- 
mage around and find some tallow or wax 
candles to use until the electric lights flash 
forth again. 

The lamps most in use during my boy- 
hood and youth were the kerosene or coal- 
oil lights, and for at least twenty-five 
years of my life I read and wrote by 
means of such lights. The student lamp 
used in college and during my early min- 
istry was but an improved form of the 
coal-oil lamp. Often did I burn the mid- 
night oil to get out my lessons or to write 
essays. During the first six years of my 
ministry I used the student lamp in my 
study. 

When we came to the city twenty-seven 
years ago gas was in general use in the 
homes and Churches, although some were 
then equipped with electric lights. Gas 
lights seemed to he a wonderful improve- 
iment over the coal-oil lamps, and when 
equipped with a Welsbach mantle made 
quite a brilliant light. The gas light did 
away with the filling and washing of coal- 
oil lamps with their peculiar odor and with 
the oil spots that frequently came from a 
leaking or an overfilled lamp. 

But about 17 years ago, 33 years after 
Hdison had made his wonderful invention 
of the ineandescent light, we had our 
house wired and equipped with electric 
lights. And what a convenience they are 
wherever used! 

The evolution of light from the fat lamp 
of my boyhood days to the improved in- 
candescent lights of our day has been as 
wonderful as the miracle whieh Jesus 
wrought when He made the blind man to 
see. The meager and uncertain light of 
the primitive lamps may be compared to 
the partially restored sight when he saw 
men as trees, walking, but the bright elec- 
tric light of our day is like the man fully 
cured when he ‘‘saw all things clearly.’’ 

We ought to appreciate more than we 
do the handicaps with which the students 
and authors of the past labored, and the 
rich heritage they have left us in spite of 
the uncertain physical light with which 
they labored. Abraham Lincoln reading 
at night by the light of the burning pine 
knots in the fireplace mastered the English 
language and laid the foundations of his 
future greatness. 

The greater facilities of our day ought 
to enable boys and girls to excel in their 
studies and to prepare themselves to take 
the places of men like Henry Ford and 
Thomas A. Edison. We are told that Alex- 
ander the great, when he had conquered 
the whole known world, sat down and wept 
because there were no more worlds to con- 
quer. No boy or girl of our day needs 
to sit down and weep because all the dis- 
coveries and inventions have been made, 
but you ought to get yourselves ready for 
the greater inventions and discoveries 
which will be made during the next fifty 
years, 

We may think that the evolution of light 
has about reached the point of perfection, 
but those who will live during the next 
half century will see many more improve- 
ments. God is a God of progress. Jesus 
said, ‘‘f have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now.’’? Get 
yourselves ready for them. 


PEN PRICKS 


By John Andrew Holmes 


He who burns with hatred lets his 
enemy heap coals of fire on his head. 


OR WHEN TAXES ARE DUE 


What does it mean when a family ‘‘owns 
a motor car’?? 

Well, explains a Kansas newspaper, 
when the car is idle it is mother’s ear, 
when it is in use it is the children’s car, 
and when it is disabled or has a tire down 
it is dad’s car. 

—Western Christian Advocate. 


FAIR WARNING 
Tramp—‘ Have you a good square meal 
for a hungry man, missus?’’ 
Housewife—‘‘ Yes, and he’ll be 
soon, so you’d better be going.’’ 


home 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘*The Child’s First School is the Family’ ’. 
—Froebel. 


‘“‘THAT ISN’T FUNNY’’ 
By Lenora Bailey 


A group of Mrs. Wall’s first grade girls 
were earnestly engaged in showing each 
other the dolls they had been making 
dresses for, 

It was at the regular morning intermis- 
sion and by special permission the girls 
had taken their beloved dolls out under 
the big maple tree to their playhouse. 

“‘O! Mary Anne, you have such a pretty 
doll!’’? said third grade Betty. ‘‘Did you 
make her dress this morning???’ 

‘““Yes, but Mrs. Wall showed me how to 
do it. Oo-00.’’ 

Just then a line of the little boys of the 
class ran past the girls and Glenn, the 
class tease, snatched the doll out of Mary 
Anne’s hands and ran a few yards away 
with it dangling by its feet. 

‘‘Don’t do that! Give me my doll!’’ 
screamed Mary Anne in terror. 

The boys all laughed as the little girl 
began to ery. Glenn kept just out of her 
reach with the precious doll. 

‘¢Cry-baby, ery!’’ yelled Glenn, in sav- 
age glee. 

Betty ran up to Glenn and looked at 
him seriously for a second before speaking. 

“That isn’t funny, Glenn Wilson. My 
mother said only a bully will tease girls 
and smaller boys.’’ 

‘‘Oh, she did, did she, Miss Smarty,’’ 
and Glenn gave a wicked pull to a lock 
of curly hair. 

‘And she said boys who tease in such 
a rough way do not know how hateful 
they are.’’ 

The approach of Mrs. Wall caused the 
hoys to hurry away. Glenn threw the doll 
into Betty’s arms and was off immediately. 

That afternoon after school Glenn ran 
to his mother as was his custom, but his 
manner was unusually thoughtful. 

‘‘Mother, is a boy a bully when he 
teases?’? he asked seriously, 

The mother looked closely at her son 
for a few seconds. 

‘¢Tell me about it, Son, and I’ll see.’’ 

‘‘Well, I teased the girls today and 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 
A man does not truly love his 


wife until he loves the bill for her 
Easter bonnet, neither does he love 
the Church until he loves her budget. 


Betty said it wasn’t funny and that her 
mother said a boy who did such things 
was a bully.’’ 

‘What did you do to tease the girls???’ 

“*T just took Mary Anne’s doll for a 
few minutes and ran just a little way to 
make her think I was going to keep 
the doll and treat it rough. But I didn’t 
mean it, and I didn’t hurt the doll. I 
just wanted to have some fun. But Mary 
Anne is such a cry-baby.’’ 

His mother was silent for 
ments, then she 
subject entirely. 

‘*Glenn, your Uncle Tom is coming to 
visit us for a few days next week.’’ 

“*Oh, shucks! Mother, I’d rather Unele 
Joe would come.’? 

sc Why ied 

““ *Cause I love Uncle Joe lots better. 
He tells me the nicest stories and helps 
me make airplanes.’? He paused and then 
continued in an almost sullen tone, ‘‘ All 
Uncle Tom does is just to pick at me and 
pretend he is going to hurt my pony. I 
believe he would, too, if he got a good 
chance. ’? 

“Glenn, Son, you have said enough to 
show us both that you do not like to be 
teased, for that is what Uncle Tom does; 
that is just the way Mary Anne will feel 
about you if you keep on teasing her. Do 
you see what I mean?’’ 

‘Sure, I see, but Gee, Mother, I didn’t 
mean it that way! I was just funnin’ with 
Bera. 

“Of course you were. Uncle Tom is 
‘just funning’ with you but you do not 
think it very funny, do you?’? 

““Well, I never did think about it like 
that. I guess I’d better not tease the. 
girls that way again. But what can I 
do??? he asked earnestly. 

““T can’t exactly say, but we shall have 
to study it all out. I do know, though, 
that the little boy who forms a habit of 
rough teasing often goes through life with 
most persons disliking him. What we shall 
have to do is to be careful that most of 
our jokes are on ourselves. Don’t you 
think so? Then we can tell if they hurt.’?’ 


a few mo- 
seemed to change the 


““T am one of those who believe that the 
kindergarten has been a valuable addition 
to the field of early childhood training, 
and I am glad to note that our own state 
has legalized this institution as part of 
the work of public education.’? —W. W. 
Kemp, Dean of the School of Education, 
University of California. 

The National Kindergarten Association, 
8 West Fortieth Street, New York, will 
welcome the opportunity to assist you to 
get a kindergarten opened in your com- 
munity. Write for information and leaf- 
lets. 


PERFECTLY a 


Mrs. Newriche had just returned from 
France and was making it known as widely 
as she could. 

‘¢And Paris!’’ she gushed. ‘‘Paris is 
marvelous. The people are all so educated 


- and cultured, nothing crude as in this coun- 


try. My dear, even the street cleaners 
speak French!’’—Boston Transcript. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—SOME MORE WORDS 
LO) RINGs 


1. Procuring. 10.° Showering. 
2. Admiring. 11. Smattering. 
3. Conferring. 12. Tethering. 
4. Deterring. 13. Battering. 
5. Fostering. 14. Uttering. 
6. Interfering. 15. Wandering. 
7. Pilfering. 16. Watering. 
8. Mastering. 17. Hammering, 
9, Pottering. 18. Securing. 
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HIDDEN WORD PLANT PUZZLE 


The name of some ‘‘Industrial’’? plant 


is found in each sentence. One letter in 

each word. 

1. Often Eliza plays next. (F-l-a-x.) 

2. Wish both happened soon, 

3. Who planted vines over fence? 

4. Watch every moment promptly. 

5. Robert and Mary brought our cookies. 

6. Search down south until you find. 

7. Eastern plants form silk fiber. 

8. Cream often affords favor added gen- 
erously. 

9. Black in color, sought after in child- 
hood years. 

10. Rich flavored, tropic grown, found 
abundant, trees, 

—A. M. S. 


oe 


Well, I finally got into the movies:’’ 
‘You really did! How?’? 
““Oh, I paid the usual fifty cents.’’ 


< 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John C. Gekeler 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF NOV. 4-10 


Practical Thought: ‘‘War ’twixt you 
twain would be as if the world should 
cleave, and that dead men should solder 
up the rift.’’—Shakespeare. 

Memory Hymn: ‘‘Great God of Nations! 
Now to Thee,’’ New Reformed Church 
Hymnal 595. 


Monday—Jehovah’s Universal Reign. 
Isa. 2:1-11. 

Christianity is destined to be the reli- 
gion to bind together all mankind. It 
alone recognizes the one God as Father of 
all. Jesus prompts us to treat all men as 
brothers, since God is Father. That teach- 
ing makes for peace. ‘‘With the progress 
of Christianity, the administration of jus- 
tice within the sphere of each nation has 
become milder, because more thoughtful, 
more respectful of the value of the indi- 
vidual life. Not only so, the idea of inter- 
national justice has gained ground. What- 
ever a certain school of politicians may 
say, conscience does gain ground in the 
dealings of nation with nation. Wrong 
cannot be done to the weak without cen- 
sure. Nations as well as individuals are 
more alive to the voice of public opinion, 
and more sensible of shame.’’ Courts will 
yet displace armies and navies in the ad- 
justment of differences of nations. 

Prayer: Hasten the glad day, Dear Fa- 
ther, when the instruments of war shall be 
turned into the instruments of peace. May 
we strive to so influence the men of today 
that they will recognize their relation to 
Thee as Father and to all men as brothers. 
May reason and not might prevail in all 
the world, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


Tuesday—God of the Nations. 
Acts 17:22-31. 

‘There is well nigh a universal acknowl- 
edgement of the being of God. As Paul 
said at Lystra, God has not left himself 
without witness. To honest-minded men 
the heavens declare the glory of God in 
that they show his handiwork. Not all 
have interpreted Him alike. Some have 
multiplied to themselves gods many, while 
others have thought of Him in terms utter- 
ly unworthy of His high character. ‘‘Whom 
they ignorantly worship’’ Christians are 
permitted to know and proclaim through 
Jesus Christ the Son of the true God. In 
the fact that there is so universal an 
acknowledgment of His being, there would 
also seem to be, at least a tacit, recognition 
of His claims. He exercises an authority 
over nations as over individuals. He like- 
wise calls them to obey Him. That is ac- 
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complished when men in low and in high 

places accept His Lordship. This is espe- 

cially true in democracies where the final 

authority lies with the individual citizen. 
Prayer: 

“Great God of nations! now to Thee 
Our hymns of gratitude we raise; 
With humble heart and bending knee, 
We offer Thee our song of praise.’’ 


Wednesday—No Racial Lines in the 
Kingdom. John 4:15-26. 


Racial animosities are a fruit of sin. The 


reading of yesterday stated a fundamental’ 


truth concerning men and races, ‘‘God... 
hath made of one blood all nations of 
men.’’ In reality, there are no such things 
as races except as we draw the differen- 
tiating lines. Underneath the physical 
differences all men are alike and subject 
to the same emotions. Children know no 
differences of color or of, so called, race 
until they become impressed with them by 
the elders. Jesus refused to be trammeled 
by any such artificial lines even while He 
limited His work’ to the Jewish nation. 
When He would teach the large lesson of 
neighborliness, He employed a despised 
Samaritan as the hero of His story. So 
when traveling through the Samaritan 
country, He stepped over the lines of a 
wicked conventionality and talked with 
the Samaritan woman. ‘‘For God so loved 
the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.?? 
Prayer: 

“Thy name we bless, Almighty God! 

For all the kindness Thou hast shown 

To this fair land the pilgrims trod, 
This land we fondly call our own.’’ 


Thursday—The Comity of Nations. 
Isa. 19:19-25. 


The spiritual influences which peoples 
exert upon others reflect the solidarity of 
the human race and also the necessity of 
comity between nations. Our lives can 
only be what they should be as we mingle 
with each other upon terms of kindliness. 
In April of 1918, a proclamation issued on 
the celebration of the Reformation by the 
Protestant clergy of Berlin and Hanover 
was published in an English paper. In it 
was an extended spirit of reconcilation. 
In it they proclaimed (writes Wm. C. Al- 
len in ‘‘ War! Behind the Smoke Sereen’’): 
‘““We recognize as the deepest causes of 
this war the anti-Christian powers domi- 
nating the lives of the people, e. g., sus- 
picion, We believe that the chief 
obstacles to an honest understanding among 
nations is the pernicious rule of lies and 
phrases, through which Truth is silenced 
or distorted, only spreading delusion and 
folly; and we call on all, in every country, 
to wish for peace, to stand up and reso- 
lutely combat this obstacle.’’?’ They con- 
tinue with an appeal to an endeavor to 
outlaw war. It was a courageous attempt 
on their part. Thank God for the Kellogg 
treaties which aim at the same thing. Let 
us upbuild world sentiment for peace. 

Prayer: 

‘«Here freedom spreads her banners wide, 

And easts her soft and hallowed ray: 

Here Thou our fathers’ steps did guide 

In safety through their dangerous 
way.’? 


Friday—Kinship of Nations. Psalm 87. 


How much truer is this fact of kinship 
of nations in our day than when the 
Psalmist conceived it. In any small com- 
munity may be found far distant peoples 
and lands represented. America is brother 
to all the world. Men of every land and 
clime are here. And each has some par- 
ticular value to contribute to our common 
heritage of culture. To an extent this is 
true of all nations. The foreigner is pres- 
ent. But he must not remain such. Jere- 
miah advised the exiled Jews to seek the 
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CONFLICTS IN RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHT 


By Georgia Harkness 


The professor of philosophy in 
Elmira College, in dealing with her 
students, keenly felt the need for a 
book which would do what none of 
the existing volumes quite seemed 
to do, viz., “present the essential 
principles of the philosophy of re- 
ligion in a form that could be un- 
derstood by the person who has not 
had previous training in philoso- 
phy.” Not being able to find such 
a book, she has herself written it. 

Unlike more pretentious volumes 
in the field, this one employs none 
of the technical terminology and 
academic methods which bewilder 
the average reader as well as the 
undergraduate. It is the language 
of the common man that is spoken 
here, 
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welfare of the land in which they dwelt. 
The advice is far more pertinent to those 
who expect to remain in the land where 
they sojourn. The many ties which mixed 
populations present must be made to form 
one of the strands which bind nations into 
the brotherhood of peace. 
Prayer: 
‘“We praise Thee that the Gospel’s light 
Through all our land its radiance 
sheds, 
Dispels the shades of error’s night, 
And heavenly blessings round us 
spreads. ’? 


Saturday—The Gospel in the Mother 
Tongue. Acts 2:1-6. 
We who have never known but one lan- 
guage, and have heard from our youth the 
Gospel in that tongue, can scarcely appre- 
ciate the force of this theme. Had we al- 
ways been sufficiently patient with those 
who prefer religious services in the lan- 
guage with which they grew up? Even 
we who have but one tongue find new 
beauties in the Gospel as we learn to read 
it in another language. God speaks with 
native accent in every tongue! We Pro- 
testants remember that we owe to the Re- 
formation Church services in the vernacu- 
lar, Praise God that Christianity has no 
sacred language, but that it makes its own 
every language. How wondrously great is 
the measure of our Father’s love! — 
Prayer: 
‘*Great God! preserve us in Thy fear; 
In dangers still our Guardian be; 
O spread Thy truths’ bright precepts 
deere: 
Let all the people worship Thee.’’ 


Sunday—tThe Righteous Judge Acclaimed. 
Psalm 98. 


Among the attributes of Jehovah 
are righteousness and mercy, justice 
lovingkindness. These enter into 
proclamation of Him, whom we love and 
whom we serve. In our devotions this 
week we could not forget that the God we 
worship belongs to the whole world, or to 
put it differently, the whole world belongs 
to Him. He is the God of Timbuctoo as 
He is of America: of the colored man (of 
whatever hue) as he is of the pale face. 
In righteousness He will judge the world, 
including our nation and ourselves indi- 
vidually. His justice is impartial. Stronger 
even than His justice is the love of our 
Righteous Judge. In righteousness He of- 
fers to pardon our sin, 


God 
and 
any 


18 


Prayer: Great God of nations, Thou art 
our Father! Before Thee we bow in hum- 
ble love acknowledging the goodness with 
which we have been blessed. Likewise we 
bow in humble penitence to make acknowl- 
edgment of our sins of suspicion and malice 
and ill will toward other nations, who have 
as strong claim upon Thee as we ourselves. 
Forgive the sins of our nation committed 
toward other nations. Impel us to labor 
for the bringing of peace and good will to 
prevail among all nations. May wars cease 
and Thy will be done from willing hearts 
and minds. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 


THEY’RE OFF 

A layman whose duty it was to read 
the lessons in Church came to a passage 
concerning ‘‘the chariots of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof.’’ 

Unfortunately, the word ‘‘horsemen’’ 
came at the bottom of the page and, after 
a slight pause occupied in turning over, he 
startled his hearers by pronouncing the 
next word as ‘‘they’re off.’’ 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


Every time I spy a white moire paper 


box with green printing on it, I’m 
sure. I’m going to have what Maude 
Adams had in her ‘‘Kiss for Cinder- 
elle’? — ‘‘the  palps.’’ And why? 
Well, just the other day, while wait- 
ing at Milton for the 12.59 train to 
Harrisburg, two girls stepped up and 


handed me a package. I had never seen 
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them before (at least, I thought I hadn’t) 
and I wondered why they knew my name 
and how they knew the package was for 
me. They were just about to go when I 
said, ‘‘Oh, please wait until I open it!’’ 
And when I took off the dark green wrap- 
pings there was a white moire paper box 
with ‘‘Bunte’’ on it in green, and with 
““Mint Confections (an assortment) De- 
lightfully Refreshing’’ down in the lower 
right-hand corner. And what an ‘‘assort- 
ment’’ we did find! Rows and rows of 
compartments: pale and deep pink mints, 
pale and deep yellow mints, green mints 
and white mints; round, square, long and 
thin mints; hard, soft and gummy mints. 
And on the card was a lady’s name and 
on the the back of it, ‘‘Sorry I didn’t get 
to see you again. We certainly will not 
forget you.’’ And then I knew! The 
name was the Lady Principal’s, and the 
girls were her pupils. I had that very 
morning shown my curios to two of her 
assembles and to the first, second and third 
graders, and had a sat-is-fy-ing time an- 
swering the questions they asked. I told 
the girls to help themselves, and suggested 
that the one in yellow take some to match 
her dress. But she chose green! So here’s 
‘‘Bunte Mints’’ greetings to all my Go- 
Betweens who like to carry surprise boxes 
from Lady Principals to missionary tray- 
elers. 


P. S. Guess who else was among those 
pupils? None other than our twin friends, 
“*Bill’?? and ‘‘Bob’’? Yoh, who recently 
moved to St. John’s from our Beacon 
Church, Philadelphia. And their collie’s 
name is Yankee! And guess what another 
one of Miss Raup’s pupils, a boy, said 
about her when he heard that I was com- 


THE BIBLE FROM THE 
BEGINNING 


By P. Marion Simms 


The Bible must have had a begin- f 
ning people all agree, but strangely } 
enough comparatively few of them 
know much about its origin or the | 
checkered history of its preserva-} 
tion through the ages. Nor are 
they to blame for this regrettable } 
situation. Hitherto a small library } 
has been needed for its correction 
containing works of the sort that 
the layman finds forbidding read- 
ing. In sharp contrast “The Bible} 
from the Beginning” covers the 
whole history of its origin and pre- 
servation in a single volume, simply 
written and made further intelligi- 
ble by a profusion of tables, plates 
and diagrams. It makes a fascinat- 
ing story which will answer a mul- 
titude of the questions which people 
are often led to ask themselves. 
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ing? ‘‘That’s just like her. She’s always 
preaching to us about seizing opportu- 
nity! ?? 

P. 8. 2. 47 new members! 
St. Paul’s Church, Lancaster! 


And all from 
Welcome! 


TRAINING THE RURAL MINISTRY 


An important new step in theological 
education has been taken this fall in the 
organization of the Interseminary Com- 
mission for Training for the Rural Min- 
istry. Five theological seminaries situ- 
ated in New England—Bangor Theological 
Seminary, the Boston University School of 
Theology, the Hartford Seminary Founda- 
tion, Newton Theological Institution, and 
the Yale Divinity School—are co-operating 
in the work of this Commission, to which 
Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has given 
the funds for three years of experimental 
work, 

Mr. Ralph S. Adams, Superintendent of 
the Department of Country Life of the 
Board of Home Missions of the Reformed 
Church in the United States, has been 
elected Director of Research and Service 
for the Interseminary Commission, and 
Associate Professor of Rural Church at 
Bangor Theological Seminary. Dr. Mal- 
colm Dana, who hase been Director of the 
Town and Country Department of the Con- 
gregational Church Extension Boards, be- 
comes Associate Professor of Rural Church 
Work at Hartford Theological Seminary 
and at the Yale Divinity School, devoting 
one semester to the work of each institu- 
tion. Professor Charles M. McConnell, who 
has been in charge of the Rural Church 
Department at the Boston University 
School of Theology, will divide his time 
for the next three years between the Bos- 
ton School and Newton Theological Insti- 
tution. 

At the end of the three years of ¢o- 
operative work now provided for, the plan 
of the Commission is to add men to the 
staff until, in the sixth year, each of the 
constituent institutions will have one man 
giving his full time to this work and a 
sixth man will serve as Director of Re- 
search and Service, 

The great importance of the maintenance 
and upbuilding of the material, social, and 
spiritual life of rural America is widely 
recognized. Equally patent is the waste 
and ineffectiveness involved in the pres- 


ent situation of the rural Churches and 
their woeful lack of adequately trained 
leadership. The five seminaries named are 
in a position of large opportunity and re- 
sponsibility in this field. Their contacts 
and influence are country-wide and the 
rural sections and towns of New England 
provide an admirable field for the training 
of a rural minister, fitted to render accept- 
able service in rural fields everywhere. 

Many of the students of these five semi- 
naries are serving as part-time pastors 
of Churches while pursuing their studies, 
and more than two-thirds of these hold 
part-time pastorates in rural fields. Hith- 
erto this practical service has not been 
utilized to the full benefit of the Churches 
on the one hand or to the full educational 
advantage of the students on the other 
hand, because of lack of adequate supervi- 
sion and counsel. The members of the staff 
of the Interseminary Commission will not 
only teach courses on rural sociology, rural 
Church work, and the like; they will un- 
dertake to provide supervision and coun- 
sel for the work of the students who are 
serving rural parishes. 


It is believed that the organization of 
the Interseminary Commission for Training 


for the Rural Ministry marks a distinet 
advance in theological education. It sets 
up a working co-operation in the field of 
the curriculum within a group of theolog- 
ical seminaries which touch the life of 
practically all of the Protestant denomina- 
tions. It turns the attention of the theo- 
logical seminaries and of their students 
definitely and directly toward the better 
training of the rural ministry of the coun- 
try. It places country life in the fore- 
ground of their interest and may make a 
substantial contribution to its upbuilding. 
It definitely assumes the point of view that 
training for the ministry should be in part 
through practice or through what may be 
called clinical procedures. In this respect 
the work of the Interseminary Commission 
may contribute also to a reshaping and 
vitalizing of the whole process of theolog- 
ical education, 


The chairman of the Interseminary Com- 
mission for Training for the Rural Min- 
istry is Dean Luther A. Weigle, of the 
Yale Divinity School; the secretary is 
Professor Marion J. Bradshaw, of Bangor 
Theological Seminary; and the treasurer 


is Mr. George Parmly Day, Treasurer of | 


Yale University. 


Mrs. 


Evidence that pottery manufacturers at- 
tempted to obtain the removal of Fred- 
erick L. Koch, a tariff commission expert, 
because of the stand he had taken during 
the framing of the tariff bill in Congress, 
was developed Oct. 15, when the Senate 
lobby investigating committee began its 
inquiry. 

The settlement out of court of the $250,- 
000,000 patent infringement suit filed last 
December against the United States Steel 
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Corporation and the American Universal 
Mill Company is assured. 


For the second time the labors of the 
committee organizing the Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements have been interrupted 
by death. The inaugural session, Oct. 4, 
was suspended when Dr. Stresemann 
passed away, and Oct. 15 the delegates 
assembled for a meeting, were appraised 
that Leon Delacroix, former Premier of 
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Belgium, and one of the leading delegates 
of the committee, had died suddenly of 
heart failure. The meetings are held at 
Baden-Baden, Germany, and the death oe- 
curred at the hotel there. 

Adherence to the ideals of peace and 
democracy was promised on behalf of the 
Rumanian Government by Charles A. Da 
vila in presenting his credentials Oct. 15 
to President Hoover as Minister from that 
eountry. 

In the fiscal year ended June 30, 1929, 
21,602 persons were sent to jail for viola- 
tion of the Volstead act, an increase of 
1,989 over the preceding year, according 
to figures issued by the Department of 
Justice recently. 

Dr. Edwin E. Slosson, director of Science 
Service, died at his home in Washington, 
D. C., Oct. 15, at the age of 64. Dr. Slos- 
son is perhaps best known for his book, 
‘“Creative Chemistry,’’ published in 1919, 
which has been widely read and often 
quoted. 

The French cabinet has accepted British 
Foreign Secretary Arthur Henderson’s in- 
vitation to participate in a_ five-power 
naval disarmament conference to be held 
in London in January. 

Former President Coolidge was elected 
president of the American Antiquarian So- 
ciety at the annual meeting Oct. 16 at 
Worcester, Mass. 

After a 7-hour fight against Alexander 
Legge, Samuel R. MeKelvie and Carl Wil- 
liams, 3 of President Hoover’s 8 appoint- 
ments to the Federal Farm Board, all were 
confirmed by the Senate in open executive 
session Oct. 16. 

Calvin Coolidge, Alfred E. Smith and 
Julius Rosenwald are acting together on 
the disposal of a $8,000,000 charity fund 
left by the late Conrad Huber, New York, 
and are collaborating with the Bankers 
Trust Company of New York. According 
to the will, the distribution of the fund is 
to be directed by three representative men 
of prominence. 

Henry L. Stimson, Secretary of State, 
has been determined upon by President 
Hoover as head of the American delega- 
tion to the London naval limitations con- 
ference in January. 

Plans for regular air voyages over Maya 
ruins in Northeastern Yucatan resulting 
from his recent exploration flights in the 
Maya country has been revealed by Col. 
Charles A. Lindbergh. He found that little 
time would be lost in routing the proposed 
passenger service over Tulum, one of the 
principal Maya cities in a good state of 
preservation. 

The historical village which Henry Ford 
has e¢reated near his estate at Dearborn, 
just outside of Detroit, is named Green- 
field, taking the name of the little country 
village Mr. and Mrs. Ford knew in their 
youth. 

The Ohio Valley’s celebration of the 
completion of the 1,000-mile deep water- 
way trom Pittsburgh to the Mississippi 
opened at Pittsburgh Oct. 17. Five mem- 
bers of the President’s cabinet, the Gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania and the residents of 
six railways were the chief guests of honor, 

The appointment of James R. Garfield, 
of Cleveland, Secretary of the Interior in 
the Roosevelt Cabinet and formerly Public 
Lands Commissioner, to be chairman of 
the President’s Commission on the Conser- 
vation and Management of the Publie Do- 
main, has been announced at the White 
House. 

The Norris export debenture amendment 
to the Smoot-Hawley tariff bill has been 
adopted by the Senate by a vote of 42 
to 34. 

A national committee headed by former 
Secretary Charles E. Hughes, to act for the 
United States in carrying out the plan of 
the Pan-American governments for the 
construction of a monumental lighthouse 
on the coast at Santo Domingo in memory 
of Columbus, has been announced by the 
State Department. The memorial is to be 
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constructed in response to a resolution of 
the Pan-American Conference at Santiago, 
Chile, in 1923. A bill to appropriate $871,- 
655 as the contribution of the American 
Government to the lighthouse is pending 
in Congress. 

The former Empress Zita, of Austria, has 
arrived in Brussels from Spain to make 
her permanent home in Belgium under the 
name of the Duchess of Bale. 

A recent article in ‘*The Economist,’’ 
the leading British economic review, shows 
the world is spending $4,300,000,000 on 
armaments this year. Leading in the ex- 
penditure is the United States, with $879,- 
000,000. Great Britain stands second at 
$570,000,000. Europe spends about 60 per 
cent of the total, the United States 20 
per cent, and the rest of the world, includ- 
ing Japan, the remaining 20 per cent. If 
the figures for the other members of the 
British Empire be included, the total for 
Great Britain would be $836,427,000. 

Thomas A, Edison and his party arrived 
in Dearborn, Mich., and took part Oct. 21 
in the celebration which marked the 50th 
anniversary of the perfection of the in- 
candescent lamp by Mr. Edison. 

President Hoover left Washington Oct. 
20 for the celebration at Dearborn, and 
to Cincinnati and Louisville for the cere- 
monies incident to the opening of the new 
Ohio River waterways system. Altogether 
the President was away from the capital 
5 days, traveling through 6 states. 

A sharp inerease to another record high 
point in the number of Prohibition cases 
instituted by the Federal Government has 
been reported by the Department of Jus- 
tice for the fiscal year 1929. The cases 
totaled 56,786, an increase of 1,057 from 
the 1928 record high. 

David A. Reed, of Pennsylvania, a Re- 
publican, and Joseph T. Robinson, of Ar- 
kansas, Democratic floor leader in the Sen- 
ate, have been chosen by President Hoover 
as the Senate representatives to the Lon- 
don naval limitations conference, 

The Rev. Dr. Daniel A. Poling has an- 
nounced his resignation as pastor of the 
Marble Collegiate Reformed Church, New 
York City. It takes effect Jan. 1. Dr. 
Poling was. recently elected president of 
the International and World’s Christian 
Endeavor Unions to succeed the Rev. Dr. 
Francis A. Clark, founder of the move- 
ment. He is also editor-in-chief of ‘‘The 
Christian Herald.’’ 

The addition of three internationally 
known names of the Committee of the 
American Peace Award, which advocates 
the adherence of the United States to the 
Permanent Court of International Justice 
‘fon the terms of the new protocol em- 
bodying the formula worked out by Elihu 
Root,’’? has been announced by the Amer- 
ican Foundation through Edward W. Bok. 
The new members of the committee are: 
Owen D. Young, Thomas W. Lamont and 
Silas He Strawn. 

Jackson E. Reynolds, president of the 
First National Bank of New York, has 
been offered the presidency of the Inter- 
national Bank of Settlements from the 
organizing committee of experts in session 
at Baden-Baden, and is said to be willing 
to accept the post. 

Messages of felicitation and congratu- 
lations upon the success of the interna- 
tional expositions at Seville and Barce- 
lona were exchanged between President 
Hoover and King Alfonso of Spain, Oct. 
21, when the new direct radio telegraph 
cireuit between New York and Madrid 
was officially opened with ceremonials at 
Washington, at New York and at Madrid. 

The official announcement has been made 
of the engagement between Prince Hum- 
bert, heir to the Italian throne, and Prin- 
cess Marie Jose, only daughter of King 
Albert of the Belgians and Queen Eliza- 
beth. 

The Farm Board has offered a loan of 
$100,000,000 to cotton co-operatives. 

Vassili Radoslavoff, 75 years old, Bul- 


FOUR-MINUTE TALKS FOR 
SUPERINTENDENTS 


By K. L. Webb 


Fifty-two Talks—Semi-object Les- 
sons—In Detail 


A veritable first-aid kit. Designed 
by a church-school superintendent 
primarily for use in church-school 
assemblies. However, it will be 
found of great value to the leader of 
the Junior Church and to any work- 
er with young people, who is often 
called upon to fill a gap with very 
little time for preparation. ~ 

The talks cover a great variety 
of subject-matter of proven inter- 
est. They furnish a sure release 
from those appalling “dead spaces” 
which find their way so frequently 
into assembly periods. : 

Each talk conveys a truth con- 
cretely expressed, yet easily adapt- 
ed to any average community. 


Price, $1.00 


MORE FOUR-MINUTE TALKS 
FOR SUPERINTENDENTS 


By K. L. Webb 


Fifty-two Second Volume Talks 
Demanded by Those Who 
Liked the First 


The fact that these talks are orig- 
inal and different from anything 
hitherto presented gives them a sure 
place in the esteem of the church- 
school superintendent. 

These talks, animated in familiar 
language, about familiar things, 
happy and spiritual in their design, 
lighten up the whole hour. 

The beauty of each of the talks 
is in its concreteness. It touches 
some every-day experience and 
gives an idea that will help in put- 
ting into practice the principles of 
the Christian religion. The super- 
intendent will learn some new ways 
to be original and helpful to his 


school. 
Price, $1.00 


Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the 
United States 
1505 Race St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


garian Premier during the World War, 
died Oct. 21 at the Berlin Hospital after 
having gained permission to return to his 
native land, from which he had been 
exiled. 
THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


The need for Church attendance never 
was greater than now. 

Your personal welfare and the interest 
of the Church require it. No organization 
can survive the persistent non-attendance 
of its members. The prosperity of the 
Chureh is in exact ratio to the faithful 
attendance of those who have pledged 
themselves to its support. It is not, there- 
fore, a trifling matter to attend, but an 
important contribution to a great cause. 

You may also have learned by experi- 
ence that it easier to attend Church regu- 
larly than only occasionally. Regular at- 
tendance is a pleasure. Occasional attend- 
ance is too often a task. 


RAISING OUR SUSTENTATION FUND 


We call the special attention of our min- 
isters and Consistories to the fact that if 
we shall raise our Sustentation Fund we 
must do some real earnest systematic work. 
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5% Serial 
Coupon Bonds 


Sold By 
The Board of Home 
Missions 
Authorized By 
General Synod 
Total Issue $500,000.00 
$325 ,000.00 Sold 


A Safe Investment 


For Further Information Write 
Rev. Wm. F. DeLong, D.D., 


Field Secretary 


Schaff Building, 1505 Race St. 
Philadelphia, Penna. 


Congregations which have succeeded, 
have had the subject explained to the con- 
gregation at a regular Church service, and 
have sent a circular letter explaining the 
need for the fund to all absent members. 
Then the charge has been canvassed by the 
minister or the officers calling on the indi- 
vidual families, securing their pledges and 
contributions. Then each quarter state- 
ments are sent, or someone calls for the 
payments of the members. Other congre- 
gations have succeeded in raising their 
full quotas by writing them into their 
budgets. 

Merely sending a circular letter, or 
speaking from the pulpit without follow- 
ing the matter up, will not get the desired 
results. It is a question whether this 
method does not do more harm than good. 

We, therefore, urge all our ministers and 
Consistories to adopt the plan that is most 
likely to succeed. An exchange of pulpits 
in a Classis will make the work easier for 
the congregations. We trust that all con- 
gregations will observe Ministerial Relief 
Sunday during the month or November by 
rendering the excellent service, ‘‘Ambas- 
sadors for Christ,’’?’ prepared by Rev. W. 
Sherman Kersehner, D.D., and Rev. Henry 
C. Nott, D.D. If you desire to use the 
Board’s envelopes for offerings on Minis- 
terial Relief Day, write at once for the 
number you need to 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


THE MISSION HOUSE 


We need a new campaign of information 
about the Mission House. It is surprising 
how little many of our people know con- 
cerning our actual life. Whilst they al- 
ways regard our institution as a charitable 
institution, worthy of their support, they 
have little knowledge and appreciation of 
the real work which is being done here. 
When the bell rings on Monday morning 
at 8 o’clock, three institutions, an acad- 
emy (4 years), a college (4 years), a theo- 
logical seminary (3 years), go into session, 
and continue throughout the week until 
Friday P. M.. The 12 professors do the 
teaching ineall of these institutions, and 
one can readily understand that it is a 
great task and requires much time and 
strength to spread one’s self over so large 
a program. 


CHU RGE 


One of our professors, Rey. Joseph 
3auer, head of the department of Philoso- 
phy, received the degree of A.M. at Chi- 
cago University this summer. The com- 
ment on his thesis: ‘‘The Philosophy of 
the Barthian Theology,’’ is as follows: ‘‘It 
is thorough and scholarly, and shows a grip 
of philosophical thought and a fine intel- 
lectual acumen in solving subtle and com- 
plicated problems, ’’ 

The students of the college and academy 
were released from classes on Tuesday of 
last week for the purpose of gathering in 
potatoes. This so-called ‘‘Potato Day’? 
is historic in our institution, and connected 
with many pleasures and novel experi- 
ences. Aside from that, it is a day of 
industry. We are told that 80 bushels of 
potatoes were lifted out of the ground 
that day, which is not a herculean task 
for such brawny men. 

We are anxious to ‘‘DOUBLE UP”? the 
number of students in our college for the 
year 1930-1931. This can be done if every 
Church gets busy and challenges its young 
life, particularly the Churches of the Mid- 
dle West and West, to which this institu- 
tion should appeal especially, since its 
work is now acknowledged at the Univer- 


sity of Wisconsin. Will you secure a 
student for September, 1930? Pray with 


us daily to that end. 

No greater expression of loyalty and 
love to the Mission House has been given 
than the splendid act of one of our former 
students, Mr. Albert Kletsch, now teaching 
school at Brockton, Montana. When he re- 
ceived his first check as teacher, he made 
a contribution of $15 to the Mission House 
from his earnings, and sent this in with 
the following note: ‘‘Please use this for 
the good work which the Mission House 
is doing for Jesus Christ. I hope next 
month to send another check.’’?’ What a 
beautiful spirit, a young man _ helping 
young men to prepare for Christian service. 

We are always glad to see ministers visit 
our classes and institution. During the 
past weeks, we had several visitors, Rev. 
Mr. Moor, of Milwaukee, and Rey. H. 
Baumer, of Louisville, Kentucky. The 
latter is a graduate of last year. He 
seems to be more enthusiastic than ever 
for God’s work, and in speaking about the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity, 
November 10, 1929 
World Peace Through Mutual 
Understanding 


Isaiah 2:2-4; Acts 17:22-28; John 4:20-21 


Golden Text: They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the 
earth shall be full of knowledge of Jehovah 
as the waters cover the sea. Isaiah 11:9. 

Instead of my usual comment on the 
lesson for this Sunday, I reprint here an 
address on ‘‘The Church and World 
Peace,’’ delivered before the Congrega- 
tional Peace Council by the Hon, William 
E. Sweet. It bears directly on the sub- 
title of this lesson for Armistice Sunday, 
viz.: ‘Working for World Peace.’’ Its 
fervent appeal to all who work and pray 
for a world of good will and peace is 
based upon a most interesting interpreta- 
tion of the Briand-Kellogg Peace Pact, 
whose solemn obligations have been for- 
mally accepted by practically all the na- 
tions of the world. The prospect for put- 
ting world peace on secure foundations has 
never been more favorable than at present. 


MESSENGER 


0. S99. 6 S00 GEE, Ch68 S=]0 eas 


| THE CHURCA SERVICES 


© C—O & ) © « ) © —— © Co OC — © C— 


OcToBER 31, 1929 


needs of a Christian Church, he empha- 
sized the fact that it is necessary for us 
to repent and return to Christ as our 
leader and Savior. 

This year we have new blood in our 
Boards. The new members have been 
elected: Rev. Dr. Wessler, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, as successor to Rev. Dr. Kunst, of 
New Knoxville, Ohio; Rev. F. H. Diehm, of 
Rochester, N. Y., as successor to Rey. J. 
Stadelmann, and Rey. Homerighausen, of 
Indianapolis, as successor to Rev. Dr. Horn- 
ing, of St. Joseph, Mo. We appreciate the 
services of our faithful Board members 
who withdraw from service and welcome 
the new members who will give a rich 
contribution to the work. 

Mrs. William Beckmann, wife of Prof. 
Beckmann, was re-elected as president of 
the W. M. S. of the Synod of the North- 
west. Under her direction, a conference 
was held at Milwaukee, and over 100 dele- 
gates attended. The work of Missions is 
looking up in the Synod of the Northwest. 

The treasurer received $200 from the 
estate of Mrs. Lydia Terborg, Milwaukee, 
Wis., the wife of one of our pioneer Re- 
formed ministers. What a beautiful me- 
morial, to perpetuate the work of training 
young men for the Christian ministry, and 
what an index to happiness and worth 
while service which these two aged mes- 
sengers of the Cross experienced in a long 
time ministry. 

Our professors are serving in other 
Churches almost every Sunday, and we ap- 
preciate the contacts which they make in 
their work. The president will address the 
Union Meeting to be held in the First 
Evangelical Church at Ripon, on Sunday 
Nov. 3. ; 

Rev. M. Flatter, a graduate of 1929, 
dedicated the new Church which he has 
built in Sheboygan, on Sunday, Oct. 27. 
This is a fine fruit of the Mission House 
which co-operated with Zion’s Chureh in 
the early stages, and now provides the 
pastor for this growing missionary enter- 
prise. 

This is harvest time. Do not forget the 
Mission House on Reformation Sunday. 
We need your prayers and your help. 


—J. M. G. Darms, President. 
Plymouth, Wis., Oct. 18, 1929. 
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Our great need, especially in America, is 
the creation of an intelligent publie opin- 
ion in fearless support of ‘‘ World Peace 
through Mutual Understanding,’’ and in 
frank opposition to every form of mili- 
taristie propaganda. The significant thing 
in the subjoined address is its ringing 
challenge to Churchmen to give every pos- 
sible aid to forward looking statesmen of 
the type of President Hoover as against 
narrow nationalists and mercenary inter- 
ests. The address is as follows: 

With the acceptance by the nations of 
the Briand-Kellogg treaty outlawing war, 
the world enters upon a new and mo- 
mentous epoch in the matter of world 
peace. The year 1929 may be one of the 
most significant in the history of the 
world, for it may usher in the miraculous 
day foretold by the prophet when ‘‘ swords 
shall be beaten into plowshares and spears 
into pruning hooks.’’ 

The supreme issue of our time is world 
peace, and as Churchmen we rejoice that 
after almost twenty centuries the Church 
has taken the position concerning war 
which it had at the beginning. 

The Church later became the defender of 


‘the State in its policies of world empire 


and imperialism, for in this way it ex- 
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tended its own power and influence. The 
theory of the divine right of kings was 
quite generally approved by the Church of 
the Middle Ages, but the theory of the 
divine right of the people is a tenet of the 
Church of the twentieth century. 
Disappointed Hopes 

When the World War ended, the nations 
believed that they were entering upon an 
era of peace. Through the agency of the 
League of Nations, it was hoped that 
world peace would become a reality. It 
was soon found necessary, however, to set 
up some additional machinery of concilia- 
tion to supplement the League. The treaties 
of Locarno were enacted. Still mistrust 
kept frontiers fully armed. Armies grew 
in size and naval arament increased apace, 
Newly created self-governing nations were 
setting forth on uncharted seas without 
credit, because agriculture, industry and 
commere¢e, the basis of eredit, had become 
completely destroyed by the war. People 
were restless, fearful, full of foreboding 
for the future of governments which pos- 
sessed the form of democracy but lacked 
the spirit of democracy. These people, for 
centuries, had lived under autocratic gov- 
ernments and they had the autocratic spir- 
it, which did not fit them easily for the 
duty and obligations of self-government. 


The Renunciation of War 


In this chaotic state of world affairs 
Aristide Briand, Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs for France, proposed to America ‘‘to 
renounce war as an instrument of national 
policy and to subscribe publicly with the 
United States to any mutual agreement 
tending to outlaw war.’’ 

In the transmission of this proposal the 
French Minister said, ‘‘The renunciation 
of war, as an instrument of national pol- 
icy, is a conception already familiar to 
the signatories of the Covenant of the 
League of Nations and the treaties of 
Locarno.’’ 


Three events in Europe justify the state- 
ment of Monsieur Briand that the signa- 
tories to the League of Nations and the 
treaties of Locarno were familiar with the 
idea of the renunciation of war as an in- 
strument of national policy. The preamble 
of the Geneva Protocol—which instrument 
was proposed by Ramsay MacDonald, when 
Premier of England, was discussed, but 
not adopted by the League of Nations— 
declares ‘‘a war of aggression is an inter- 
national crime which violates the princi- 
ples of the solidarity of the members of 
the international community.’’ Never be- 
fore in history had such a.declaration been 
made concerning the unity of the human 
race when war was under discussion. It 
embodies a splendid expression of the 
Christian ideal of the Fatherhood of God 
and the Brotherhood of Man. The second 
incident, which justifies Monsieur Briand’s 
statement, was when Germany entered the 
League of Nations. Germany was not sat- 
isfied with the result of the Versailles 
treaty in respect to her Eastern boundaries, 
but she agreed to outlaw war on this ques- 
tion, and she declared that she would never 
go to war to change these boundaries. 
Thus, while other nations were discussing 
the outlawry of war as a theory, Germany, 
our late enemy nation, was making it an 
actuality. For this splendid act Germany 
should be accorded the highest praise, even 
though this declaration was made at the 
time she entered the League of Nations, 
Third, the resolution introduced by Poland 
at a meeting of the League of Nations in 
1927 declared, among other things, that 
‘fany recourse to war in order to settle 
international disputes is and remains for- 
bidden . . every dispute of whatever 
nature arising between states or nations 
cannot be settled except by pacific means, ’’ 
Thus the language employed by the little 
nation of Poland at this meeting of the 
League became, later, almost the exact 
wording of the Briand-Kellogg Pact. The 
Briand-Kellogg Pact is so brief that I wish 
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to refresh your memories by reading it; 
besides, we should let our minds dwell upon 
it with such frequency that we imbibe its 
spirit: 

“The high contracting parties solemnly 
declare, in the name of their respective 
peoples, that they condemn recourse to 
war for the solution of international con- 
troversies and renounce it as an instru- 
ment of national policy in their relations 
with one another, 

‘«The high contracting parties agree that 
the settlement or solution of all disputes 
or conflicts, of whatever nature or what- 
ever origin they may be, which may arise 
among them, shall never be sought except 
by pacifie means.’’ 

That this treaty was simply a bit of 
sentiment is refuted by the language em- 
ployed by Ambassador Gibson at the naval 
parley at Geneva. He spoke as follows: 

‘“Since our last meeting the nations of 
the world have bound themselves by sol- 
emn undertaking to renounce war as an 
instrument of national policy. . . . It has 
recently been my privilege to discuss the 
general problem of disarmament at con- 
siderable length with President Hoover, 
who has always been an ardent advocate 
of peace and good understanding. I am 
in a position to realize, perhaps as well as 
anyone, how earnestly he feels that the 
Paet for the renunciation of war opens to 
us an unprecedented opportunity for ad- 
vancing the cause of disarmament, an op- 
portunity which admits of no postpone- 
ment. ’? 


The Meaning of the Pact 


Certainly such a reference on the part 
of our ambassador to Belgium at this im- 
portant conference indicates that Presi- 
dent Hoover regards this Pact as having 
created a spirit for the discussion of dis- 
armament which has been utterly lacking 
in previous conferences. This declaration, 
on the part of the United States, consti- 
tutes a sharp reversal by President Hoover 
of the policy of his predecessor, Calvin 
Joolidge, as announced in the closing days 
of his administration. 

The ratification by the Senate of this 
treaty gives honest, sincere peace advo- 
cates a status which they have not hereto- 
fore had and places those who cannot be- 
come reconciled to war within the category 
of the true patriot. It restores the word 
pacifist to its rightful place as distinguish- 
ing one who holds that war is wrong, and 
believes it so tenaciously and conscien- 
tiously that he wants ‘‘to do something 
about it.’? 

This treaty puts the militarist on the 
defensive. He who lauds force as an in- 
strument of national policy can not longer 
drape the folds of the American flag about 
him and declare that he is the only 100 
per cent American. The arbitrament of 
arms must now yield to the arbitrament of 
reason, of law, and of conciliation. In the 
name of the Briand-Kellogg peace treaty 
the Churchman can now declare that he 
declines to enter into the settlement of an 
international dispute ‘‘except by pacific 
means. ’”? 

The Law and Peace 


Such a position may be taken likewise 
under the sanction of the Constitution of 
the United States. Article 6, Paragraph 2, 
of this Constitution reads as follows: 

This Constitution, and the laws of the 
United States which shall be made in pur- 
suance thereof, and all treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under the authority 
of the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land; and the judges in every 
state shall be bound thereby; anything in 
the Constitution or laws of any state to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

The Briand-Kellogg treaty is the supreme 
law of the land and under it a teacher in 
our public schools may legally and law- 
fully put upon the walls of her classroom 
the motto: ‘*The United States renounces 
war as an instrument of national policy.’’ 
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A preacher may freely discuss any subject 


in the whole category of war which he 
thinks will create the will for peace. If 


minded so to do, he may analyze the mo- 
tives which have led our nation into pre- 
vious war, and may draw the lesson that 
if these motives are found to be unworthy, 
we should not be moved by them a second 
time. The Church should accept the obli- 
gation imposed upon it in educating public 
opinion to the fact that under the Briand- 
Kellogg treaty war is not inevitable. This 
is clearly the meaning of the statement 
that the solution of all disputes or conflicts 
shall never be sought except by pacific 
means, 

A democratic government is responsive 
to the will of the people for good or for 
ill. Competent historians have declared 
the Spanish-American War ‘‘the most inex- 
cusable’? which was ever fought by this 
country. It was brought about by the 
deliberate choice and purpose of certain 
jingo newspapers, and others, who thought 
Spain should be driven from the Caribbean 
Sea in order that the rich island of Cuba 
should become our step-child. The slogan, 
‘‘Remember the Maine,’’ was false, as a 
just reason for our entering the war, and 
was invented for the occasion, as are most 
war slogans. President McKinley ‘did not 
want war, He did everything he could to 
prevent it, but he was driven into it by 
the power of a militaristic press. 

I refer to this historical fact now to 
show that, as peace lovers, we shall prob- 
ably be bitterly opposed by the jingo press, 
but as the Church defeated the advocates 
of the huge navy bill of 1928, and as we 
vanquished the same group when war talk 
between Mexico and the United States be- 
came too vociferous some months ago, so 
shall we, if true to our convictions, keep 
America free from war. 


Public Opinion in Pulpit and Press 


In this country public opinion is the 
court of last resort. A free press is one 
of the foundations of our democratic insti- 
tutions, hut a free press cannot at the same 
time deny the right of a free pulpit. Lib- 
erty of utterance and liberty of conscience 
go hand in hand. No group of citizens 
calling themselves war veterans, or the de- 
scendants of war veterans, has the right 
to block the way to this court of public 
opinion in this great democracy of ours. 
Two persons may differ on war, as they 
may differ on any question affecting the 
social order, but both have the inherent 
right, which cannot be abridged or denied, 
to submit their opinions for adjudication— 
not to a self-constituted board of censors 
who have it in their power to establish a 
black list, but to the people of the coun- 
try. Democracy in America is threatened 
not so much by irresponsible radicals as 
it is by the fears of our so-called best 
people that American institutions will suf- 
fer by the exercise of free speech. 

It is the duty of the Church in this hour 
to lead in the teaching of a ‘‘New Patriot- 
ism’’—a patriotism which sees good in all 
peoples everywhere; a patriotism which 
will try to view disputes between this na- 
tion and any other nation from the stand- 
point of both nations; a patriotism which 
will never be boastful or self-assertive of 
our own superiority. We will teach a pa- 
triotism which will condemn as unpatriotic 
every form of race hatred which so easily 
crops out in this country, especially against 
the Negro. 


Let the Church Carry the Torch 
In the name of the war dead of all na- 
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COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 


post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 
For catalogue or information address the 
President, 
REV. GHO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A eollege whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HEINEY HeeAPPGaH Da Di lila Ds 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKH, LL.D., President 


SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS 
needed to help students of slender means 
struggling against increasing costs. 
HOW TO FOUND A SCHOLARSHIP: 
1. By Direct Gift—income available at 
once. 2. By Annuity Contract—not active 
during life of donor. 8. By Bequest— 
available only after death. 

Write for booklet, ‘Lasting Memorials.” 
Full information on request. 
Rev. JAMES M. S. ISENBERG, D.D., 
Vice-President. 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania. 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 


tions, friend and foe alike, I appeal to the 
Chureh to catch the torch of peace which 
has been tossed to it. Especially do I ap- 
peal to it in the name of our companions 
who lhe in Flanders Field, ‘‘where poppies 
grow row on row.’’ I summon you to keep 
the flame of this torch burning brightly, 
for there are those in our own land who 
would quench the flame and dim the light 
of its rays. I summon you to hold this 
torch high that it may guide our feet 
in this great adventure of faith. I sum- 
mon you to divest yourself of all impedi- 
menta, which take the form of selfishness 
and of a false spirit of nationalism, so 
that you may run quickly and influence the 
minds of men lest they become hardened 
against each other, as in times past. 

The great cost of war in dollars and 
cents will not abolish war. The cost of 
war in human life will not abolish war. 
Preparedness will not abolish war. The 
League of Nations and the World Court 
and the Locarno treaties will not abolish 
war. The passage of the, Briand-Kellogg 
treaty will not guarantee the world against 
war. Nothing will abolish war except the 
will for peace becoming stronger than the 
will to fight. 

Mr. Kellogg said that the Briand-Kellogg 
treaty was a great adventure in faith. 
The founding of religious and political lib- 
erty in America, our boasted democracy, 
was an adventure in faith. Christianity, 
itself, is the greatest adventure in faith 
the world has ever known, and we must 
never stop adventuring into the unknown 
in our human relations. 

Men of God, shall we not dedicate our- 
selves anew to the cause of peace, believ- 
ing that the ‘‘soul of America’’ is ulti- 
mately to be found in leading the nations 
of the world into a durable and lasting 
peace? This is the supreme task of the 
Church in this great hour of the twentieth 
century. 

When we pray to Our Father ‘‘in 
heaven’? we are too apt to forget that 
God is everywhere, and that heaven is 
where God is. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


November 10—Uprooting the Causes of 
War. Acts 17:24-31; Jas. 3:13-18; 4:1-3 


On our annual Armistice Day it is proper 
not only to celebrate our victory in the 
world war but also to consider how we 
may put an end to all war. The late world 
war was terrible and tragic enough in the 
lives that were lost, in the money that was 
squandered, in the injustice and hatred 
which were engendered and in the depres- 
sion, moral and economic, which has settled 
over the world. But if there should be a 
future war it is a question whether the 
civilization of the world could survive it. 
The human race would simply commit sui- 
cide. We should hesitate to imagine what 
the dreadful and dire consequences might 
be. We do not want any more wars and 
we should exhaust every effort to make 
war an impossibility. 

Now the causes of war and the occasion 
of war are not one and the same thing. 
The causes le much deeper than the occa- 
sion. The occasion of the world war was 
the killing of the Archduke of Austria, 
but that act only fanned the slumbering 
embers into a burning conflagration. The 
causes go much further back and lie more 
deeply entrenched in human nature, in 
social, economic and political relationships, 
Other princes and rulers have been slain 
without plunging a world into hostility 
and causing nations to grapple each other 
at the throat. The occasion of a war may 
be very slight and trivial, whereas the 
causes may be very remote and deep- 
seated. It is these causes which are re- 
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sponsible for war that must be uprooted 
and obilterated if peace shall ultimately 
prevail on earth. Let us look at a few of 
the causes of war. 


1. Hatred in the Human Heart. It is 
our perverse human nature that prompts 
us to rise up against our brother and kill 
him. It has been so from the very begin- 
ning. Cain hated his brother Abel and 
therefore he slew him. The sin and selfish- 
ness of man make him an enemy of his 
fellowmen. If all men were living in love 
and friendship with each other there would 
be no more war. If nations followed the law 
of love they would not make war against 
each other. We sometimes are told that a 
defensive war is justifiable. But in every 
war the claim of defense is advanced as 
its justification. If hatred were banished 
from the human heart there would be no 
aggressor and no defense would be re- 
quired. There is no such a thing as a 
‘‘holy war.’? War is unholy. ‘‘War is 
hell.’’ War is an unmitigated evil. It is 
caused by man’s sinful nature and it calls 
forth all the evil propensities of his being, 
No act of legislation, no formal declaration 
of war by Congress or by King can ever 
make war a righteous thing. It is essen- 
tially wrong and nothing can ever make 
it right. It violates the law of love, the 
law of Christ. It dethrones God and puts 
force into His place. 

Hatred in the human heart, which is the 
fundamental cause of war, can be sup- 


‘planted only by the spirit of love, kindness 


and brotherhood. Here lies the task of the 
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Church in uprooting the causes of war. 
The Church must instib principles of good 
will, of fraternal love, of kindness and 
goodness in the human heart so that men 
will love each other and thus fulfill the 
law of God. It must change human na- 
ture into God’s likeness. 

2. Selfish Ambition. Wars are caused 
by the selfish aggrandizement of men and 
nations. Selfishness in the human heart 
and on the part of nations is responsible 
for many wars. Conquest and acquisition 
of territory, lust of power and prestige, 
rule and dominion produce war. The na- 
tions look with envious and jealous eyes 
upon each other. They covet each others 
possessions, They aspire to wealth and 
power. Impelled by selfish interests they 
rush at each other and despoil each other 
as far as possible. We frequently condone 
in nations what we condemn in individu- 
als. To the individual we say, ‘‘Thou shalt 
not steal’’; to the nation we say, ‘‘Thou 
mayest steal.’’ To the individual we say, 
“*Thou shalt not kill’’; to the nation we 
say, ‘‘Thou mayest kill.’? We must apply 
the same ethical and moral standard to the 
nation that we apply to the individual. If 
it is wrong for an individual to covet, to 
steal and to kill, it is equally wrong for 
the nation to do so. 

Here again the Church must become 
active in uprooting this cause of war. It 
must engender unselfish motives and 
pulses in men as well as in nations. It 
must hold up the same moral laws for 
groups and corporate bodies as for indi- 
viduals. This involves a long process of 
edueation, of patient and persistent train- 
ing, but this is a part of the Church’s mis- 
sion and message. 


3. Economic Greed. Many wars are 
caused by capitalists and money grabbers. 
There are some unprincipled men who in- 
sist on plunging a whole world into war- 
fare in order to swell their own bank ac- 
counts. Wall Street plays a far larger 
part in determining war than some would 
be willing to admit. The construction of 
cruisers, the manufacture of munitions are 
advocated by many because they personal- 
ly profit thereby, or hecause such activities 
will likely bring bigger dividends to the 
stockholders. It is almost unbelievable 
that men should be willing to make money 
out of the blood of their fellowmen. But 
the past shows that this fact is only too 
true. What will Congress do, what will 
our representatives at Washington do if 
undue pressure in behalf of war is brought 
upon them by the moneyed men of their 
constituency? Here again the Church must 
speak with no uncertain voice. It must 
uproot this evil in human society and set 
up other standards of value besides that 
of money. This is a deeply entrenched 
cause of war and only the most drastic 
measures can uproot the same. 


4, Secret Diplomacy. Another cause of 
war is found in nations dealing with each 
other under cover. They say one thing 
and mean another. The recent visit of Sir 
Ramsay MacDonald, of England, and his 
frank and open conferences with President 
Hoover go far to remove one of the causes 
of war. We need more of such friendly 
visits and of such ambassadors of good 
will on the part of the world, 

5, ‘{In Time of Peace prepare for War.’’ 
This was a popular slogan in times past. 
Preparation for war resulted in war, Mu- 
tual disarmament on the part of the na- 
tions will help ultimately to do away with 
war. Of course the world must be policed 
as must our cities, hut undue war prepara- 
tions precipitate us finally in war. 

The time will come when wars shall 
cease. Men shall beat their swords into 
plough shares and their spears into pruning 
hooks and shall learn war no more, The 
Chureh and all Christian men and women 
of good will must help to bring in the day 


‘‘When the war-drums throb no longer 
And the battle-flags are furled 
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In the Parliament of Man, 

The Federation of the world; 

When the common sense of most 
Shall hold a fretful realm in awe, 
And the kindly earth shall slumber 
Lapped in universal law.’’ 
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Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor 
Room 416 Schaff Building 


Mrs. H. A. Clymer, of Eureka, Pa., 
writes: ‘‘We are going to have a wonder- 
ful time reading this winter. The Com- 
munity Library, here, is in one room of the 
Church and as I am president of the Asso- 
ciation, also Secretary of Literature in the 
W. M. S., I suggested to the Library Board 
that we buy some suggested books and 
circulate them among the W. M. S. mem- 
bers before we put them on the Library 
shelves. They acquiesced. We purchased 
5, and 4 members of the W. M. S. bought 
one each, so we have nine books. We are 
very fond of ‘A Lantern in Her Hand’,’’ 


The Keynote address at the 15th annual 
Convention of the W. M. 8. of Potomac 
Synod was delivered at the opening ses- 
sion, Sept. 24, by Dr. C. E. Schaeffer, on 
the subject ‘‘Religious Education—What, 
How, Why, When and Where.’’ This same 
theme was followed by Mrs. Conrad Clever, 
who led all the devotional services. Zion’s 
Church, York, the Rev. J. Kern McKee, 
pastor, was most cordial in its weleome to 
the delegates and thoughtful for the com- 
fort and convenience of all. The other 
Reformed Church of York assisted Zion’s 
in extending hospitality. The music fur- 
nished by the organist and choir, as well 


as by Miss Pauline Holer and Mrs. Sheely, 
added greatly to the splendid program. 
Mrs. E. B. Fahrney, first vice-president, 
presided on the first night, at which time 
Mrs. L. K. Peeler, president, made a chal- 
lenging address. The enrollment clerk re- 
ported 114 delegates in attendance. Inter- 
esting comparisons were made by the treas- 
urer in her report: Total receipts for this 
year $23,787.69; 15 years ago, the first year 
of its existence as a Synodical society, 
$1,754.49; total contributions for the 15 
years, $208,468.95. Reports on the Phila- 
delphia and Washington Conference on the 
Cause and Cure of War were heard from 
Mrs. Weber and Mrs. De Chant. Miss 
Carrie Kerschner gave an illuminating ad- 
dress on the requirements for ‘‘A Degree 
Society.’? She appealed to every member 
to help strengthen each department of the 
W. M. S., for this is the source whence 
our outreach into the world must go. On 
Wednesday afternoon the entire conven- 
tion joined in the celebration of the Holy 
Communion, Following this service con- 
ducted by Rev. Mr. McKee, D.D., Mrs. 
EK, W. Lentz, Director of the Educational 
Commission of the W. M. 8S. G. S., deliv- 
ered a challenging address on ‘‘Steward- 
ship and Missions.’’ ‘‘Stewardship,’’ said 
Mrs. Lentz, ‘‘is our way of expressing 
for ourselves and others the unchangeable 
processes of giving, living and serving ac- 
cording to what Jesus taught.’’ 

The Fellowship Hour at 6 P. M. was a 
delightful occasion in the midst of mo- 
ments fraught with business and reports. 
The committee, Mrs. Garrett and Mrs. 
Raubenhold, was most fortunate with ar- 
rangements, speakers and soloists. This 
beautiful hour of fellowship with the G. M. 
G. and W. M. S. was brought to a happy 
climax by the playlet, ‘‘ Beginning at Jeru- 
salem,’’ given by the G. M. G. of Heidel- 
berg Church under the direction of Miss 
Esther Theopel. The special speaker for 
the evening service was the Rev. Dr. Allen 
R. Bartholomew, who delivered a stirring 
address on ‘‘ Women and Missions,’’ The 
Memorial Hour in charge of Mrs. Monrow 
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Sierer, Carlisle, Pa., was an impressive 
conclusion to a wonderful day. Great was 
the joy when on the last day of the con- 
vention announcement was made of the 


completion of the Synodical Scholarship 
Fund. Since this fund originated in Mer- 
cersburg Classis it was named the Eunice 
L. Smith Scholarship Fund in honor of 
Miss Smith, a devoted girl recently gone 
on to lite eternal. 

Echoes trom the General Synodical meet- 
ing were given by Classical delegates, in- 
cluding Mrs. J. E. Renell, Gettysburg; 
Miss Jennie Clever, Mercersburg; Mrs. 
Carl Blair, Zion, Virginia, and Mrs. Edgar 
Whitener, North Carolina. The following 
officers were elected to serve for the ensu- 
ing year: President, Mrs. L. A. Peeler; 
first vice-president, Mrs. F. B. Fahrney; 
second vice-president, Mrs. George W. 
Welsh; recording secretary, Mrs. I. A. Rau- 
benhold; corresponding secretary, Mrs. J. 
M. Runkle; statistical secretary, Mrs. W. 
S. Becker; treasurer, Miss L. E. Seibert. 
A beautiful consecration service conducted 
by Mrs. H. L. Misenheimer, G. M. G. Sec- 
retary of the North Carolina Classical W. 
M. S., closed the sessions. The next annual 
meeting will be held in Carlisle, 


NOTICE. The Fall Institute of the W. 
M. 8S. of Juniata Classis will be held at 
Pavia, Pa., Saturday, Nov. 2. The morn- 
ing session will open at 10 o’clock. The 
afternoon session at 2 o’clock. Miss 
Kerschner and a missionary will be the 
speakers. 


NOTICE. The semi-annual meeting of 
the W. M. S. of Philadelphia Classis will 
be held on Nov. 12 in St. Luke’s Church, 
Trappe, Pa., the Rev. Arthur C. Ohl, pas- 
tor. Prof. Genshiro Koriyama, D.D., of 
North Japan College, will be the distin- 
guished speaker. Delegates leave the 69th 
Street Terminal at 8 A. M., arrive at Nor- 
ristown at 8.26; leave for Trappe at 8.36, 
and arrive there at 9.24. Trolley cars 
leave Chestnut Hill every half hour from 
6 A. M. to 9. A. M.; every hour from 
9 A. M. to 3.30 P. M., and every half hour 
from 3.30 P. M. to 7.30 P. M. The session 
opens at 9.45 A. M. and closes at 4 P. M. 


BOOK REVIEVS 


Education and Religion. By Charles Frank- 
lin Thwing, D.D., President Emeritus of 
Western Reserve University and Adel- 
bert College. 264 pages; price, $2. Mac- 
millan Company. 

President Thwing has been to thousands 
guide, philosopher, and friend. Always 
sane and straightforward, his words nat- 
urally appeal to those who recognize his 
eminent services in the two fields of edu- 
cation and religion, in which he has la- 
bored so successfully for half a century. 
This volume contains four lectures given 
in Kenyon College, on the Bedell Founda- 
tion, and a number of addresses given at 
college commencements and other academy 
ecnvoeations. Among these lectures is one 
on ‘The Ministry For Today,’’ which was 
delivered at the Theological Seminary at 
Lancaster in 1910, and another on ‘‘To 
Find the Superior Student,’’ givén at 
Heidelberg University in 1925, To those 
who believe that true religion and sound 
education must go hand in hand, we cor- 
dially commend this volume, 


OB EL URRY 


ELDER THOMAS A. LaWALL 


Elder Thomas A. LaWall, of St. John’s 
Church, Wapwallopen, Pa., and one of the 
best known men of lower Luzerne County, 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


MARRIAGE BOOKLETS 


SPECIAL—FOR 
BOOKLETS, 


A LIMITED 


TIME WE 
REGULARLY 50¢ 


ARE OFFERING THESE TWO 


each; for 35¢ each, 3 for $1.00, assorted as 


OUR MARRIAGE 


This book is reproduced 
by new process, giving the 
appearance of water color 
drawings. Bound in fine 
white vellum stiff covers 
with exquisite cover design 
of blue forget - me - nots. 
The book is charming 
throughout. There are 
beautiful poems, page for 
Bethrothal date, the Wed- 
ding Certificate, pages for 
Guests, Wedding Gifts, and 
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ATTRACTIVE 


desired, 


then the 
poem 
signs 
delicate 
paper, 
Each 


A GARLAND OF WEDDING 
MEMORIES 


With Marriage Certificate — 
White and Gold Binding. <A 
dainty booklet, artistically ar- 
ranged and produced. Hach page 
contains two quotations, speci- 
fically suitable to the particular 
event it is imtended to per- 
petuate, while the whole con- 
stitutes a choice and charming 
souvenir of unforgotten days. 
Price, $1.00. 


last page — the 
“Home.” 
throughout are in 
eolors on 


copy 


The de- 


finest 


in tissue 


¢ 


OUR WEDDING 


This book is reproduced by the 
new color process representing 
water colors. Bound in fine 
white vellum stiff covers, with 
beautiful cover design of white 
blossoms, which circle about a 
miniature landscape scene show- 
ing a church spire against rose- 
tinted sky. Exquisite designs 
throughout, in delicate colors on 
finest stock. Poems, the Wed- 
ding Certificate, pages for Guests, 
Gifts and closing poem, “A 
Happy Home.” Each copy in 
strong white envelope. Size, 5% 
x 7% inches. 


MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES 


ANOTHER UNUSUAL VALUE! Two certificate booklets, each in a large white envelope, 


especially priced at 15e each; $1.50 dozen. 
No, 219—Four page folder. 
With envelope. Size, 9144 x 12 inches. 
No. 218—Four page folder. 
and inside. With envelope. 


Outside title in gold. 


Outside title in gold. 
Size, 914 x 12 inches. 


These designs formerly sold at 25c each. 


Inside design of sweet peas in full colors. 


Orchids delicately colored on title page 


OUR MARRIAGE SERVICE 
“Our Marriage Service’ from the Book of Worship. 


White Padded Binding, title in gold. 


With envelope. 


Price, G0c each. 


Write for complete catalog 
of certificates for all occasions. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 Race Street 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


passed away Sept. 20, 1929, after an illness 
of many months. 

He was born in Conyngham Township, 
Luzerne County, April 20, 1854. He mar- 
ried Alice Brown, May 10, 1883. He has 
held the offices of deacon and elder in St, 
John’s Chureh for many years. Besides 
this he has been a Sunday School teacher, 
at different times has held the office of 
superintendent, and has represented the 
Wapwallopen Charge in Synod and Classis. 
He has been an office-bearer in Sunday 
School and Church for 45 years, up until 
5 years ago, when he became physically 
incapacitated. He has always been an 
ardent supporter of missions, Near Hast 
Relief and like causes, while the orphans 
of our Church were especially close to his 
heart. Every cause of the Church of 
Christ received his unstinted devotion. 


Forgetting self, he was constantly work- 
ing for the good of others. As a result- 
many a young man and woman stands 
ready to rise up and call him blessed. His 
life has been an inspiration to all who 
knew him. .Truly he was one of God’s 
noblemen, a Christian gentleman of the 
highest order, of the school that never 
knew a week without the Church paper 
beside the Bible, worn and used in his 
home. 

His wife and a daughter, Miriam (Mrs. 
Hoyt E. Heller), survive him. : 

Funeral services were conducted by the 
Rev. Clark W. Heller, of Danville, Pa., 
Sept. 23, at his late home, and in St. 
John’s Church. The sermon was preached | 
from the text Psalm 116:15: ‘‘Precious in — 
the sight of the Lord is the death of His 
saints. ’? bode 
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